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Maximum leader Rajapaksa
architect of modern Lanka

T

he cover story dedicated to Mahinda Rajapaksa will surprise many in India but we
have done it to inspire next generation leadership of South Asia for standing firm on
critical decision that can alter the course of history for any nation. To describe Sri
Lanka as Sri Rajapaksa may be just apt for the leader who changed
the destiny of the island country. After becoming President of Sri
Lanka, Rajapaksa reshuffled the cabinet and took the portfolios of
Defence and Finance in the new cabinet, which was sworn on 23
November 2005. Immediately following his election in 2005, Rajapaksa extended the term of the Commander of the Sri Lanka Army
Sarath Fonseka, less than a month before he was scheduled to retire. Over the next three and a half years Fonseka and Rajapaksa’s
brother and Defense Secretary Gotabhaya Rajapaksa led the country’s armed forces in their battle against the LTTE, ultimately defeating the Tigers and killing their leader Velupillai Prabhakaran. It was the most grueling
battle that the world has witnessed in the recent times and it made Mahinda Rajaspaksa a
national hero and international leader of repute.
There are few international leaders in contemporary global polity that have successfully changed the war torn country in a vibrant progressive democracy in their life time. The
charismatic leader accelerated the pace of development of the island country by pushing
various infrastructure projects that transformed the growth rate and GDP of the country
from 2009 onwards. The Sri Lanka government declared total victory on 18 May 2009. On
19 May 2009 President Mahinda Rajapaksa delivered a victory address to the Parliament
and declared that Sri Lanka is liberated from terrorism. It was a near miracle achieved by
the Rajapaksa led team and instantly he became national hero and darling of the masses
in Sri Lanka. Mahinda Rajapaksa launched “Mahinda Chinthana” for good governance for
all. He drafted it to incorporate desire of every section of the society in the political mainstream so that nobody is left unattended. His concept is rooted in the soil, the governance
that springs from the bottom of pyramid. The concept has made him darling of the masses
in Sri Lanka and an iconic figure that transformed the country in one of the best governed
country in the South Asia.
In domestic politics, Rafale deal has made everyone corrupt except Ambani. Both Congress and BJP are accusing each other of serious charges of corruption, but Anil Ambani is
spared due to reasons known to them. In fact, Anil Ambani was benefited during UPA1 &
UPA2 governments in power, coal and telecom sectors courtesy Chidambaram, SK Shinde and Ahmed Patel extensively. The same person was instrumental in Narendra Modi’s
quest to power in 2014. Arun Jaitley, Piyush Goyal, Ex AG Mukul Rahatagi are reportedly
with him. Rahul Gandhi is aimlessly targeting Anil Ambani without realizing that Chidamdaram and Ahmed Patel can defuse the Rafale bomb anytime. In India, nobody can dare
to touch Ambani, so both Congress and BJP are playing a friendly match. Unfortunately,
India’s global position has dented by the mudslinging of our immature neta’s. This [the selection of Reliance] is Dassault Aviation’s choice. This partnership has led to the creation of
the Dassault Reliance Aerospace Ltd (DRAL) joint-venture in February 2017; Anil Ambani
has always denied any wrongdoing in the deal.
The Congress party has also accused Modi of compromising national security and destroying state-run defence manufacturing firms. It’s a reality that India is facing a severe
shortage of fighter jets. It would need 42 squadrons in the scenario of a two-front war with
China and Pakistan. But its squadron strength has depleted to 31 largely owing to ageing
Russian aircraft. But this realisation is not new. The BJP government in 2000 decided to
buy new fighter jets. Its successor Congress continued the process and issued tenders in
2008 to buy 126 jets. Dassault was finalised as a supplier in 2012, and the state-run Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) was selected as partner to produce 108 jets in India.
The Indian government says it decided to buy the 36 jets in “fly-away” condition to quickly
address the problem of the air force’s depleting strength. Both the national parties are interested in politics rather than addressing the issue with honest intent, the wild accusations
has made the country a laughing stock in front of the world.
—Prashant Tewari , Editor-in-Chief
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T

o describe Sri Lanka as
Sri Rajapaksa may be just
apt for the leader who
changed the destiny of the
island country. There are
few international leaders
in contemporary global polity that have
successfully changed the war torn country in a vibrant progressive democracy
in their life time. The charismatic leader
accelerated the pace of development of
the island country by pushing various
infrastructure projects that transformed
the growth rate and GDP of the country
from 2009 onwards. Mahinda Rajapaksa, served as the sixth President of
Sri Lanka from 19 November 2005 to 9
January 2015. A learned lawyer by profession, Rajapaksa was first elected to
the Parliament of Sri Lanka in 1970, and
he served as prime minister from 6 April
2004 until his victory in the 2005 presidential election. He was sworn in for his
first six-year term as president on 19
November 2005. He was re-elected for a
second term on 27 January 2010. However due to international and domestic
reasons, he was defeated in his bid for a
third term in the 2015 presidential election by Maithripala Sirisena and left office on 9 January 2015. Several months
after leaving office, Rajapaksa unsuccessfully sought to become prime minister in the 2015 parliamentary election,
where the United People’s Freedom Alliance was defeated. He was, however,
elected as Member of Parliament for
Kurunegala District.
The giant of Lanka polity entered
politics way back in 1970 as the SLFP
Member of Parliament in 1970. Rajapaksa big break came in 1994, following
the election victory of the People’s Alliance a political front led by Sri Lanka
Freedom Party and headed by Chandrika Kumaratunga, Rajapaksa was appointed Minister of Labour. He held this
post until 1997 when, following a cabinet reshuffle, his portfolio was changed
to Minister of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources. When the United National
Party (UNP) defeated the People’s Alliance in the 2001 elections, Rajapaksa
lost his position in the Government. He
was however appointed as Leader of the
Opposition in March 2002. However
in 2004 elections, the United People’s
Freedom Alliance gained a slim majority
in Parliament and Rajapaksa was sworn
in as Sri Lanka’s 13th Prime Minister on
6 April 2004. While Rajapaksa was the
Prime Minister, he also held the Ministry of Highways. Mahinda Rajapaksa
was chosen by Sri Lanka Freedom Party

6

October 2018

O p i n i on E x p r e s s

A learned lawyer by
profession, Rajapaksa
was first elected to the
Parliament of Sri Lanka
in 1970, and he served
as prime minister from
6 April 2004 until his
victory in the 2005
presidential election.
He was sworn in for
his first six-year term
as president on 19
November 2005. He was
re-elected for a second
term on 27 January
2010.

Ex President of Sri Lanka Mr Mahinda Rajapaksa
called on Indian Prime Minister Mr Narendra
Modi in New Delhi
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to contest with former Prime Minister
and Opposition Leader, Ranil Wickremesinghe, the leader of the United
National Party in this Presidential Election held on 17 November 2005. Despite
the huge election campaign led by UNP,
Mahinda Rajapaksa was able to gain a
narrow victory by 190,000 votes.
After becoming President of Sri
Lanka, Rajapaksa reshuffled the cabinet
and took the portfolios of Defence and
Finance in the new cabinet, which was
sworn on 23 November 2005. Immediately following his election in 2005, Rajapaksa extended the term of the Commander of the Sri Lanka Army Sarath
Fonseka, less than a month before he
was scheduled to retire. Over the next
three and a half years Fonseka and Rajapaksa’s brother and Defense Secretary
Gotabhaya Rajapaksa led the country’s
armed forces in their battle against the
LTTE, ultimately defeating the Tigers
and killing their leader Velupillai Prabhakaran. It was the most grueling battle
that the world has witnessed in the recent times and it made Mahinda Rajaspaksa a national hero and international
leader of repute.
The most challenging phase of Mahinda Rajapaksa’s political career came
after he took the Presidency of the country. His political skills, diplomacy, will
power and military acumen were tested
by the most horrific ethic conflict that
his country had witnessed. Although
styling himself as a man of peace and a
willing negotiator, Rajapaksa signaled
his intention to end the peace process
once in power by forging an alliance
with the Sinhalese nationalist Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna and the Jathika
Hela Urumaya. The JVP had opposed
the original 2002 peace process as treasonous. The agreement made with Rajapaksa included provisions which called
for a revision of the ceasefire agreement
to give the military broader powers
against the LTTE, as well as ruling out
of any devolution of power to the Tamil
people.
Immediately following his election
victory, a series of mine blasts blamed
on the LTTE in the country claimed the
lives of many off-duty servicemen and
civilians, pushing the country back to
the brink of war. Following the closure
by the LTTE of a reservoir supplying
water to 15,000 people named “Mavil
Aru” in government controlled areas on
21 July 2006, the Sri Lankan military
launched an offensive against the LTTE,
bringing the entire reservoir under government control. Further military en-
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The most challenging phase
of Mahinda Rajapaksa’s
political career came after he
took the Presidency of the
country. His political skills,
diplomacy, will power and
military acumen were tested
by the most horrific ethic
conflict that his country had
witnessed. Although styling
himself as a man of peace
and a willing negotiator,
Rajapaksa signaled his
intention to end the peace
process once in power by
forging an alliance with the
Sinhalese nationalist Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna and the
Jathika Hela Urumaya.

Ex President of Sri Lanka Mr Mahinda Rajapaksa
with Dr Subramaium Swamy, the local host in India during the recent visit of India

O p i n i on E x p r e s s

October 2018

9

gagements have led to the LTTE been
driven out of the entire Eastern Province of Sri Lanka and loss of 95% of the
territory they controlled. The Sri Lanka
government declared total victory on 18
May 2009. On 19 May 2009 President
Mahinda Rajapaksa delivered a victory
address to the Parliament and declared
that Sri Lanka is liberated from terrorism. It was a near miracle achieved by
the Rajapaksa led team and instantly he
became national hero and darling of the
masses in Sri Lanka.
His presidency after ending the Civil
war in 2009 is known for the initiating
the large scale infrastructure projects.
Sri Lanka also made it into the “high”
category of the Human Development
Index during this time. Initiating,
completing and development of many
Highways, Roads, Colombo beautificaPresident Rajapaksa in a function organized by VHS in New Delhi

His presidency after ending
the Civil war in 2009 is
known for the initiating the
large scale infrastructure
projects. Sri Lanka also made
it into the “high” category
of the Human Development
Index during this time.
Initiating, completing
and development of many
Highways, Roads, Colombo
beautification project, rural
infrastructure development
projects are some several
major projects. However
the roadways are known for
extremely high costs and are
suspected of corruption and
the large amount of Chinese
loans tripled the country’s
foreign debt and created an
economic crisis.
10
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tion project, rural infrastructure development projects are some several major projects. However the roadways are
known for extremely high costs and are
suspected of corruption and the large
amount of Chinese loans tripled the
country’s foreign debt and created an
economic crisis. But Rajapaksa claimed
that under him Sri Lanka started to experience a rapid economic growth and
the GDP growth rate reached over 7%.
However this has been disputed and
after his fall the successor government
revealed that GDP growth was inflated
by using the year 2002 as the base year;
which is usually revised once in five
years. GDP growth for 2013 and 2014
which was 7.2% and 7.4% using 2002
as base year was reduced to 3.4 and 4.5
percent respectively.
Capitalising on the end of the Sri

Lankan Civil War in May 2009 and
coming off an election win in January
2010 and with the near-collapse of the
opposition United National Party, President Mahinda Rajapaksa rallied more
than the two-thirds majority in Parliament necessary to pass an amendment
to the constitution removing presidential term limits. On the 9th September
2010 the Parliament passed the amendment to remove presidential term limits
from the Constitution. This amendment
allowed Rajapaksa to run for a third
term and cement his grip on power.
The move came just a day after the Supreme Court ruled that a referendum
was not required to make the change.
The amendment had even more even
more far-reaching consequences than
just term limits, including provisions
that increased the president’s power

O p i n i on E x p r e s s

to act without oversight removing an
independent advisory council that the
president currently must consult before
appointing people to important nonpartisan posts, like Supreme Court judges
and members of the human rights and
electoral commissions. A Parliamentary
Council without veto power and with
only two opposition members was created in its place.
In a move that was widely seen as
solidifying his control over the Supreme
Court, Rajapaksa removed chief justice
Shirani Bandaranayake from office in
January 2013, allowing him to appoint
an ally and legal adviser, former Attorney General Mohan Peiris, as Chief Justice. In November 2014 the Supreme
Court dismissed legal concerns about
President Rajapaksa’s eligibility to seek
a third term. Two years ahead of sched-
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ule, in November 2014, Rajapaksa
signed an official proclamation confirming that he will seek re-election for
a third term, after being unanimously
endorsed by his Sri Lanka Freedom
Party. The first time any Sri Lankan
President has ever done so. Though his
second term officially was to ends in
November 2016, he could legally seek
re-election after completing four years
in office, a marker his office said he
passed on November 19.
In the run up to the election being
called several names had been suggested for nomination as the common opposition candidate: former president
Chandrika Kumaratunga, UNP leader
Ranil Wickremesinghe, UNP Leadership Council Chairman Karu Jayasuriya, former Chief Justice Shirani Bandaranayake and leader of the National
Movement for Social Justice Maduluwawe Sobitha Thero. However, on 21
November 2014, after the election had
been called, Maithripala Sirisena, was
revealed as the common opposition
candidate by the UNP. Sirisena had
been Minister of Health in Rajapaksa’s
government and general secretary of
the SLFP before defecting to the opposition coalition. Sirisena immediately
received the support of former president Chandrika Kumaratunga and
several UPFA MPs that had defected
alongside him. The other UPFA MPs
were stripped of their ministerial positions and expelled from the SLFP.
Rajapaksa received the backing of a
number of small constituent parties of
the UPFA including the Ceylon Workers’ Congress, Communist Party, Lanka Sama Samaja Party (LSSP), National Freedom Front, National Union of
Workers and the Up-Country People’s
Front. On nomination day, 8 December 2014, two opposition MPs, Tissa
Attanayake and Jayantha Ketagoda,
defected to the government to support
Rajapaksa. Attanayake was later appointed Minister of Health — the post
previously held by Sirisena. Rajapaksa
also received support from the Buddhist extremist Bodu Bala Sena group.
However, the Jathika Hela Urumaya
(JHU) withdrew from UPFA government on 18 November 2014 citing Rajapaksa’s refusal to reform the executive presidency and enact reforms to
promote accountability. After much
hesitation the All Ceylon Muslim Congress and Sri Lanka Muslim Congress
also withdrew from the UPFA govern-

ment, on 22 and 28 December 2014 respectively, blaming the government’s
failure to protect Sri Lankan Muslims
from Sinhalese Buddhist extremists.
Rajapaksa released his manifesto,
titled Mahinda’s Vision — The World
Winning Path, on 23 December 2014 at
the Bandaranaike Memorial International Conference Hall. The manifesto
pledges to introduce a new constitution within one year of being elected
but the executive presidency won’t be

Rajapaksa received the
backing of a number of
small constituent parties
of the UPFA including
the Ceylon Workers’
Congress, Communist
Party, Lanka Sama
Samaja Party (LSSP),
National Freedom
Front, National Union
of Workers and the
Up-Country People’s
Front. On nomination
day, 8 December 2014,
two opposition MPs,
Tissa Attanayake and
Jayantha Ketagoda,
defected to the
government to support
Rajapaksa.
abolished — it will be amended and
the “weakness” in the parliamentary
system eliminated. A naval force and
a special security force will be set up,
with the help of the army, to tackle
drug trafficking and other organised
crime. The manifesto also pledges to
establish a transparent, judicial inquiry into the alleged war crimes during
the final stages of the Sri Lankan Civil
War but Rajapaksa had refused to cooperate with UN investigation.
In the Presidential Election of 8
January 2015, Rajapaksa was defeated
O p i n i on E x p r e s s

by his ex-aide Maithripala Sirisena,
winning only 47.6% of the vote. Many
had attributed the shocking loss to his
authoritarianism, nepotism, poor governance, and corruption but fact of the
matter was that anti incumbency factor and desire to see new was the reason why he lost the elections.
The domestic politics of India in
Tamil Nadu has compelled India to
take an arm distance approach with
Rajapaksa that forced Rajapaksa to
tilt towards China during his second
term of Presidency. In fact, Sri Lanka
government did offer preferential infra
projects to India but it received lukewarm response from the Indian side. It
was alleged that President Rajapaksa,
during the 2015 presidential campaign
and elections received large payments
from the Chinese port construction
fund that flowed directly into campaign
aides and activities. The perception
was created that Rajapaksa had agreed
to Chinese terms and was seen as an
important ally in China’s efforts to tilt
influence away from India in South
Asia. It is after his unsuccessful bid for
presidency in 2015: Rajapaksa adopted a more anti-China policy opposing
major development projects such as
the Southern Economic Development
Zone in which China planned to invest
over 5 billion USD. During the opening ceremony protesters led by Joint
opposition MPs ignored a court order
banning protests in the area violently
opposed the projects at the event in
which the Chinese envoy claimed that
China will ignore “Negative forces”.
But the road to recovery for
Rajapaksa has started with his proxy
Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna won a
landslide victory in the 2018 local authority elections. They were able to secure staggering 239 Local Government
bodies out of 340. The SLPP have called
for the resignation of the government
and for fresh general elections to be
held. Mahinda Rajapaksa has realized
that his Chinese misadventure was the
principle cause of electoral debacle and
he is gradually tilting towards India
for subsequent political line up. The
people of Sri Lanka have realized that
without Rajapaksa in power, the prestige and economic development of the
country is not possible. He is adored
and loved by all section of society and
it is just a matter of time that the son of
soil will be back in power to serve his
countrymen.
October 2018

13

Q&A
Q. The Presidential Election in
2010 saw the Sri Lankan electorate freely participating in elections after more than two decades
of turbulence, unrest and war;
you were termed as the messiah
who liberated the country from
the terrorism of the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE),
and set the country on the path to
peace, stronger democracy and
rapid economic development But
what went wrong in 2015?
A. It was an international conspiracy against my government that
was successfully implemented by
certain political opponents to capture
the power in 2015. I will not reveal the
name of the countries involved but
I will be cautious in the future. The
opponents have successfully alienated
minority community from SLFP to
facilitate their consolidation against
us. However, everyone has realized the
bad governance of the current regime
and the various gimmicks played by
them. I am sure the trends of the local
elections clearly indicate that SLFP is
on its way back to power in the next
general elections.
Q. The criticism that can be
made out of your political career
is that you promoted nepotism,
appointing three brothers to run
important ministries and other
political positions for relatives,
regardless of their merit. Your
brother Gotabhaya Rajapaksa,
who was given the post of Defence Secretary, he controlled
the armed forces, the police and
the Coast Guard and immigration
and emigration. You appointed
your brother Basil Rajapaksa as
minister of Economic Development. Your oldest brother, Chamal Rajapaksa, was appointed
the Speaker of the Parliament of
Sri Lanka from 2010 to 2015, and
has held many other posts before.
Daily Telegraph UK has published
a story ‘Sri Lanka: a country
ruled as a family business by four
brothers’, how you react to it?
A. I think the narrative is completely false, all of the above mentioned
people are elected by popular votes in
their respective constituencies and all
of them have won the elections by larg-
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est margins in various elections. Surely
if the people like them, how can they
be ignored? However, I had appointed
Gotabhaya Rajapaksa by executive order because I thought he was the right
person to deliver what we wanted at
that time. And my stand is vindicated
when he displayed tremendous skills
to eliminate terrorism during our arm
struggle against LTTE.
Q. You won the Presidency
of Sri Lanka on a wide-ranging
policy, which was largely peopleoriented and was laid out in the
“Mahinda Chinthana” – The Concepts of Mahinda – which promised, among others, the defeat
of terrorism and the advance of
democracy. You almost achieved
every promise made to the people, how satisfying has been your
experience of governance?
A. Mahinda Chinthana means good
governance for all. We drafted it to
incorporate desire of every section of
the society in the political mainstream
so that nobody is left unattended. Our
concept is rooted in the soil, the governance that springs from the bottom of
pyramid. Yes, we have achieved most
of our promises but we have to travel
miles ahead to fulfill aspiration of our
native people.
Q. You went through a most
trying period during the first
five months of your Presidency,
from barely two weeks after
your election, with the separatist
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) launching attacks on
the security forces and civilians.
How difficult it was to push for
the military offence knowing the
importance to defeat of the LTTE
and its terrorism, taking firm
stand against western powers and
international institutions that
pressured you to have a ceasefire
with the LTTE during the last
stages of the battle. You rejected
those pressures as interference
in the sovereignty of Sri Lanka,
and was not swayed by threats of
economic and other reprisals by
western forces that were supportive of pro-LTTE expatriate
Sri Lankans in those countries?
Please narrate the experience of
O p i n i on E x p r e s s

dealing with international community in emergency situation so
that many countries battling terror can be inspired by your story?
A. We knew that wiping out terror
would cost tremendous pain and stress
for us but we wanted to live in peace
permanently. The main issue was India
because Tamil Nadu is an important
state for India and the sentiments were
flared up by certain vested interest
against the probable action. We created TRIOKA plan wherein three high
officials of each side were deputed for
regular exchange of information to
facilitate proper coordination. And it
worked because it removed the chances
of any wrong information dissemination on either side. Finally we offered
the peace option to LTTE or face a war
and they opted for the later. We did
face tremendous pressure from all UN
organizations, certain pockets of Tamil
influence countries and local pressures
but we were resolute to solve the terror
issue permanently. Many European
countries and their leaders visited
our country to mediate in between
the war but I have made it a point to
stick to my original decision of wiping
out terror from the soil of Sri Lanka.
Today, we are one of the most peaceful
democratic country in the world and
I can take immense proud to say that
I was always right in the conflict that
was forced on us by LTTE.
Q. You are one of the few exceptional leaders in the modern
era who have successfully transformed a war torn country in a
vibrant democracy in his life time.
Speedy action was taken to restore
democracy to the region with the
holding of local Government elections there and elections to the
first Eastern Provincial Council, all
within one year of clearing the region of terrorism. The remarkable
transition from a war torn country
to a peaceful nation was achieved
by you within no time, we have
seen many Middle East countries
going through the similar trauma
but ended up as a failed state after
the war but Sri Lanka and Rajaspaska did impossible, we would be
keen to know – how?
A. Thanks for informing me
about this remarkable fact of history

Ex President of Sri Lanka Mr Mahinda Rajapaksa with Prashant Tewari during the interview session

that even I have not realized during
my fight with terror. It is now after
taking to you I do agree with the fact
that entire effort by me and my team
was exceptional. We have taken huge
risks in the process like releasing
twelve thousand prisoners in 2009
immediately after the war was over. It
could have gone wrong but we fought
the war with humanitarian approach.
We realized that the people fighting
are misguided by vested interests and
they are our own people. The entire
war was fought keeping our country’s
interest first. The Defence forces of the
country must be commended for the
most remarkable job done in the recent
war history anywhere in the world.
They cleaned up the land mines in the
north within one year after the war was
over to facilitate immediate popular
election process in the entire country.
This brought confidence in the native
population that we are humanitarian
in approach and beliefs in rule of law.
And if you have people confidence with
you, then anything is possible in de-

mocracy. We invested over billion dollars in the northern part of the country
to build infrastructure and better living
conditions for our countrymen so their
love and affection was reciprocated in
my next presidential elections of 2010
that I won by huge margins.
Q. H.E. At the young age
of just 24, you were elected to
Parliament as an SLFP member
from the Beliatta electorate in
1970. Even after five decades,
your political journey continues
unabated. Off course, it has taken many decades of service to the
people, demonstrating an unfailing loyalty to your political party
and leadership, and boldly facing
the rough and tumble of politics.
Today when you look back to the
history, you are satisfied with
the efforts put up by you to serve
your country or there are some
unfulfilled dreams left?
A. Yes, till 2015: the direction of the
country and the pace of development
O p i n i on E x p r e s s

were fantastic but I was forced out of
the office due to international conspiracy. I want to bring the country back
on track so that people of my country
can live in peace and prosperity.
Q. How do you see the present
state of India Sri-Lanka relationship?
A. All is good but we have to
strengthen it further. We have to continue the dialogue with Indian government on regular basis on economic,
fisheries, free trade agreements for
building more focused mutual relationship. I appreciate the efforts made in
individual capacity by Dr Subramanium Swamy to improve the bilateral relation between the two friendly
countries. The similar effort must be
made from both G2G and P2P level in
consolidating the relationship.
Interviewed by Prashant Tewari
Editor-in-Chief Opinion Express:
Writer can be reached at
prashanttewari@opinionexpress.in
October 2018

15

The X-Factors

Mission 2019 in Uttar Pradesh will be guided by Yogi,
Amar Singh and Shivpal Yadav

T

Prakhar Misra

he Mission 2019 of Modi is
likely to be routed through UP
and BJP is likely to be challenged by Akhilesh Mayawati
combination but there are few twist to
the story. Mayawati may not like her
vote bank to shift to SP and in return,
the SP vote bank deserts BSP so she is
planning to go solo in UP. The SP is likely to be divided in two parts with Shivpal Yadav is likely to form a separate
group. Congress is desperately seeking support from SP & BSP to remain
relevant through they are focused on
two parliamentary seats in UP. Fringe
player namely RLD may go with anyone to secure seats for father and son.
So there is a strong possibility that BJP
will push its aggressive hindutva agenda with Yogi to consolidate majority
community on religious grounds. Modi
will campaign on development agenda
and clean image and Amit Shah will
push for division of vote in the opposition ranks with Amar Singh being the
guiding force to achieve the objective.
India’s governing party, BJP, appointed
Yogi Adityanath, the 44-year-old priest
turned politician, to be chief minister
of Uttar Pradesh (UP). Adityanath has
called for India to be a Hindu nation
(according to a recent census, the country is 80 percent Hindu and 14 percent
Muslim) and supports the construction
of a Hindu temple on the site of a razed
16thcentury mosque (which, given that
he is now chief minister, may well happen). Why would Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s party, on the heels of its
greatest political victory since 2014,
which it won largely on Modi’s political
coattails, appoint such a person? “The
results of the Uttar Pradesh elections
suggested strong consolidation of much
of the Hindu vote in the state,” Dhume
explained, adding, “the BJP wants the
symbol of that consolidation to be a
confrontational figure best known for
his animus toward Muslims.” Politics
in UP are characterized by three things:
personal wealth amassed by corrupt
politicians, nepotism within party politics, and disproportionate power of
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those in the coalition. Because coalitions in power were so narrow, those in
it enjoyed tremendous pull, which gave
rise to the idea that Muslims had disproportionate political clout, according
to Dhume. Further, by choosing a head
of a Hindu holy order, BJP is aiming
to transcend caste, an idea that Modi
put forth during the campaign. But so,
too, does it signal something else. Since
coming to power, Modi has focused on
“development politics” — reforms (or
promises of reforms) that would develop
and strengthen India and its economy.
And so Adityanath’s appointment suggests not that the BJP may be abandoning development politics, but that it will
also pursue identity politics. And that
it may be doing so to the detriment of
14 percent of India’s population. Shivpal Yadav, political analysts feel, could
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be a game changer in the Lok Sabha
elections by damaging the Samajwadi
Party Shivpal Singh Yadav, a senior Samajwadi leader in Uttar Pradesh and
younger brother of Mulayam Singh Yadav, is the man of the moment. He has
caused upheaval in the state’s political
arena by floating a new outfit called Samajwadi Secular Morcha (SSM) which
could lead to a vertical split in the Samajwadi Party as the Lok Sabha elections
draw near. Shivpal Yadav, political analysts feel, could be a game changer in
the Lok Sabha elections by damaging
the Samajwadi Party. I have formed the
SSM for those who have been feeling insulted and humiliated in the party even
though they are socialists to the core,”
When asked that leaders in the SP still
feel that Mulayam Singh Yadav will ultimately convince him to return to the

SP, Shivpal Yadav said, “I have always
respected Netaji (Mulayam Singh) and
everyone in the Samajwadi Party owes
his existence to him. I will never tolerate if anyone tries to humiliate him.
Whatever decision I have taken is with
the blessings and consent of Netaji
and there will be no going back now.”
The SSM leader reiterated that since
he had taken a step forward, he would
not look back. “I have built the SP and
worked for almost 30 years and yet nobody spoke to me during the presidential elections. I was not invited for the
dinner given on the eve of Rajya Sabha
elections but when the party president
phoned me and asked me to attend the
dinner, I went there. I have not been
invited to any party meeting or function. What is left for me to go back to?”
he asked. Shivpal Yadav said that he
waited patiently for things to improve
and change but the SP seemed to have
strayed from its basic principles. He
said that farmers are being neglected,
the poor are being sidelined and these
people were hoping that the SP would
address their problems but the party is
not doing so. There has been no agitation after the elections and, therefore,

Shivpal Yadav, political
analysts feel, could be
a game changer in the
Lok Sabha elections by
damaging the Samajwadi
Party
he had to float the new party.
Asked whether his SSM would pit itself against the BJP or the SP-BSP alliance, Shivpal Yadav said, “We will contest all 80 seats and like-minded parties,
those who believe in Mahatma Gandhi,
Ram Manohar Lohia and Charan Singh
are welcome to join us. We will contest
against anyone who challenges us. Of
course, we will not field our candidate
against Mulayam Singh Yadav, if he
contests from Mainpuri. In fact, I have
offered him the SSM ticket.” About the
changing political scenario ahead of the
2019 Lok Sabha elections, Shivpal Yadav said, “The election results will reflect what the people want. There have
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been several occasions when elections
have thrown up unexpected results. I
will go straight to the people and seek
their votes and support.” Responding to SP president Akhilesh Yadav’s
allegation that there was a BJP hand
behind the formation of the SSM, Shivpal Yadav said, “I have never had any
talks with any BJP leader and neither
has anyone from their party spoken to
me. I have only spoken to those leaders
(read SP leaders) who have been sidelined and insulted like me and they are
joining us.” Shivpal Yadav said that he
would now focus on strengthening his
Morcha and travel across all 75 districts
in the state to set up units and meet
people. “It is no doubt a tough task to
build up a new party but the response
that I am getting is encouraging. We are
confident of faring well in the Lok Sabha
elections,” he said. Reacting to apprehensions that the SSM would damage
the Samajwadi Party’s prospects and
help the BJP in the bargain, Shivpal Yadav said, “It is for the people to decide.
No party can make another lose.
(Associate Editor, Opinion
Express)
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The Art
of being
Amar Singh
His ‘fixing’ skills and excellent rapport across party line
ensures Amar Singh never goes out of currency
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H

Prashant Tewari

it me, kick me, abuse
me but always keep my
name on the board –
Winston Churchill.
One Indian politician that emulated
Churchill’s golden words is Amar Singh.
The political build up for general elections 2019 has started picking up and
so are the stocks of Amar Singh. The
massive Modi wave of 2014 has evaporated and BJP-RSS have to contest the
elections on the facts and performance
of the last five years. Unfortunately the
BJP is facing anti incumbency in states
of Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Haryana, Gujrat and Maharashtra. The emotional issues of Ram
Temple, uniform civil code, to abolish
article 370 in J&K has not moved an
inch during the Modi’s era. So the apex
policy makers in BJP and RSS must
come up with innovative and radical
ideas to attract the voters in favour of
them yet again in 2019.
*President rule in J&K is an attempt
to consolidate BJP national vote bank
despite BJP and Mehbooba enjoys cordial relationship even now.
*To bring petrol and diesel under
GST in the two months before the announcement of elections dates, it will
offer a relief of Rs 10 per litre
* Push the anti corruption agenda
by forcing conviction in the ongoing
prominent cases, it will give perception
that Modi government is different than
the previous governments
*Prime Minister’s performance is
excellent but his cabinet colleagues are
a miserable failure with exception of
Nitin Gadkari. PM must include special
talent namely Subramanium Swamy
and Varun Gandhi to boost freshness in
approach even if the time is limited
* Two states namely Uttar Pradesh
and Maharashtra are likely to decide
the outcome of the next general elections so to break opposition unity index
in both the states will be the key for securing success. To bring back Shiv Sena
in NDA and breaking up SP-BSP alliance will secure comfortable victories.
And to break SP-BSP alliance and micro operation within SP is assigned to
Amar Singh.
So Amar Singh is relevant again in
2019 for the ruling NDA and BJP to
swing the fortune in their favour. Born
in a Rajput family in Aligarh, politics
was always his principle passion. Young
Amar Singh had always great memory
and brilliant oratory that attracted ma-

jor political people cutting across party
line. Till recently he was one of the tallest leaders in the Samajwadi Party. He
was the general secretary of the Samajwadi Party and was a member of the
Rajya Sabha, the upper house of the Indian parliament. On 6 January 2010, he
resigned from all the posts of Samajwadi Party and was later expelled from the
party by its chief, Mulayam Singh Yadav
on 2 February 2010. He took retirement
from politics citing poor health. In his
statement he mentioned, “I want to give
more time to my wife and my family.
However in 2016, he rejoined Samajwadi Party and was elected to Rajya Sabha
even after facing a stiff opposition from
a section of the party including the then
Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh Akhilesh Yadav. He was also reinstated as
one of the general secretaries of the party in October 2016. But the Yadav family feud forced Amar Singh to side with
his mentor Mulayam Singh Yadav that
led to differences with then CM of Uttar
Pradesh Akhilesh Yadav and his uncle

Ram Gopal Yadav. Ultimately it led to
expulsion of Amar Singh from the party
and he became unattached member in
the Rajya Sabha.
However, it was in July 2008 that
Singh rose to political prominence.
Singh’s prominence in Delhi surged
when the UPA government was reduced
to a minority after the Communist Party of India withdrew their support over
the proposed Nuclear Accord with the
United States. His Samajwadi Party
pledged support to the UPA government with the support of its 39 members. Amar Singh closeness with then
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and
strategic grip over his party propelled
him to the centre stage of the national
polity. In the process, he attracted powerful friends and even more powerful
enemies. The powerful lobbies worked
against the sudden rise of Amar Singh
and on 6 January 2010, he was forced
to resign as general secretary of the
party as well as from its parliamentary
board and as its spokesperson. He also

On 6 January 2010, he
resigned from all the posts
of Samajwadi Party and was
later expelled from the party
by its chief, Mulayam Singh
Yadav on 2 February 2010. He
took retirement from politics
citing poor health. In his
statement he mentioned,
“I want to give more time
to my wife and my family.
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used his blog to speak about his abrupt
departure from the Samajwadi Party.
On 21 December 2010, Singh launched
his official website and blog, supposedly
after being encouraged by Hindi film
maga star Amitabh Bachchan, whom he
was close to at the time.
As the destiny has it, Then Chief
Minister of UP Late Vir Bahadur Singh
introduced Amar Singh with Mulayam
Singh Yadav with an agenda to target VP Singh for neutralizing growing
threat for Rajiv Gandhi from VP Singh.
This meeting was the turning point
in Amar Singh’s political career that
sparked the rise of Amar Singh. Singh’s
first stint in politics happened in 1985
when he was assigned to look after UP
chief minister Vir Bahadur Singh while
he was in the city for a programme organised by the Thakur community of
Kolkata. Impressed with Singh, the
chief minister invited him to Lucknow.
Quick to recognise the potential of the
invitation, Singh shifted to Lucknow.
Mulayam Singh Yadav, who was then
an outsider to Delhi’s power circles
had met Singh at Vir Bahadur Singh’s
residence and saw the merit of a man
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As the destiny has it,
Then Chief Minister of
UP Late Vir Bahadur
Singh introduced Amar
Singh with Mulayam
Singh Yadav with an
agenda to target VP
Singh for neutralizing
growing threat for Rajiv
Gandhi from VP Singh.
This meeting was the
turning point in Amar
Singh’s political career
that sparked the rise of
Amar Singh.
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whose reach ranged from politicians
and film sets to corporate houses. This
marked the beginning of his friendship
with Netaji, who was then a staunch
socialist, worked at the grass root level
and followed the instructions of veteran
socialist leader and thinker Madhu Limaye and Ram Manohar Lohia. However Amar Singh ventured closely with
Congress party to explore his political
options under MadhavRao Scindia patronage. Incidentally Amar Singh was
in the board of directors of Hindustan
Times, news paper owned by Birla’s,
traditional Congress supporters. He almost fought parliamentary elections in
1991 on congress ticket but Arjun Singh
and Digvijay Singh opposed his nomination that led to Amar Singh’s disillusionment with the congress party.
Many years later, Mulayam Singh
Yadav happily welcomed Singh on
board in 1996. The alliance was mutually beneficial and gave the businessman
political heft. Amar Singh’s rendezvous with industrialists and Bollywood
gained prominence as he bailed them
out of crisis, either by offering them financial aid or liaising for them at Lu-

tyens’ Delhi. He wielded influence and
power and had contacts with both rustic politicians and elite socialites. Given
the responsibility of being SP’s spokesperson in Delhi, Singh soon became the
face of the party in the national capital
and also rose to the position of No. 2 in
SP, edging out veterans like Beni Prasad Verma, Raj Babbar and Mohammed
Azam Khan, among others. “Most of the
SP leaders, including Ram Gopal Yadav, Mohammed Azam Khan and Shivpal Yadav may not be very pleased with
the decision of Mulayam Singh. Typical
of a regional party which is headed by a
patriarch, the entire politics of the organization revolves around the patriarch.
Amar Singh became the eyes and ears
of Mulayam Singh Yadav and this made
a lot of leaders jealous of him,” the SP
leader said. Later in 1996 when H.D.
DeveGowda was prime minister and
Yadav, a key supporter of Gowda, was
defence minister in the Union cabinet,
Amar Singh formally joined SP in the
same year to become one of the most
influential lead in Delhi. Singh has remained the face of SP in Delhi’s power
circles ever since, and has always been
identified as a close confidant of Yadav,
who later became Uttar Pradesh chief
minister. SP was a traditional party till
1996, the basic organizational network
of SP was in rural and semi urban areas,
but after Amar Singh joined in 1996, he
brought glamour, political connections,
Bollywood, network with big industrial
houses with him to the party. He managed to change the basic image of the
party.
Yet again in 2016, Mulayam Singh
Yadav’s decision to nominate Singh
as one of the seven candidates for the
Rajya Sabha comes as a political resurrection of the 60-year-old master strategist of the SP, ahead of the 2017 Uttar
Pradesh assembly elections. A shrewd
politician and a Bollywood socialite,
Singh’s journey from the lanes of Burrabazzar in North Kolkata to the power
corridors of Delhi and gradual exit from
the scene is unmatched. “There is one
quality of Mulayam Singh Yadav which
cannot be matched by any other politician. If a person has been with Mulayam Singh Yadav during his good and
bad times, the SP chief doesn’t forget it.
He doesn’t care if the public perception
of the person is good or bad, but he will
return the favour if he thinks the person
has served him well. And Amar Singh is
one such person who continues to remain very close to Mulayam Singh Yadav,” the SP leader quoted above said.

In 1996 when H.D.
DeveGowda was prime
minister and Yadav, a
key supporter of Gowda,
was defence minister in
the Union cabinet, Amar
Singh formally joined
SP in the same year to
become one of the most
influential lead in Delhi.
It will not be prudent to say that
we are not friends. It will not be proper to say we are enemies,” Singh was
quoted in a report by News 18 dated
4 July 2008, a statement reflective of
Singh’s tongue-in-cheek way of talking.
Singh’s 31-year-old political career has
seen controversies and allegations of
many hues. Singh has time and again
grabbed headlines over several charges
-- whether it is the July 2008 cash-forvotes scam where a chargesheet was
filed against him for allegedly bribing
three Bharatiya Janata Party Lok Sabha
MPs to vote for the UPA government
which was facing a floor test in the parliament; the 2011 phone tapping controversy where taped phone conversations
revealed Singh allegedly fixing deals
with politicians, businessmen, bureaucrats and Bollywood celebrities; or the

O p i n i on E x p r e s s

2011 ‘fix-a-judge’ controversy where
again a CD allegedly showed Singh and
Mulayam Singh Yadav in conversation with former law minister Shanti
Bhushan suggesting that a judge could
be bribed for Rs.4 crore for a desired
court verdict. In spite of these charges
he was given a clean chit by Speaker
Mr. Somnath Chatterjee and from
lower court to Supreme Court in “Cash
for Vote” scam for total absence of any
tangible evidence against him. In telephone tapping case Attorney General of
India Mr. Ghulam Vahanvati accepted
in Supreme Court that said controversial tapes were forged and doctored and
therefore Chief Justice Sabarwal gave
a stay instructing the media to not use
these doctored tapes.
Amar Singh’s growing dominance
in the domestic power corridors pushed
him to international arena. It is Amar
Singh’s persuasive skills that brought
US President Bill Clinton to India on a
private visit to Lucknow city that boosted the stock of Samajwadi Party in the
international arena. In reference to the
book Clinton Cash, the New York Post
questioned Singh’s $5 million contribution to the Clinton Foundation, writing “Singh’s donation was treated with
suspicion and amusement in India as
the US Congress debated the landmark
India-US civilian nuclear deal. Friends
and politicians who have worked closely
with Singh call him a hardworking and
resourceful person who has always had
a political bent of mind. SP leader and
Rajya Sabha member Kiranmoy Nanda
who has known Singh since the time
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Singh was part of the Youth Congress
in Kolkata, says that “Singh is and has
always been a political person.” Amar
Singh is a very resourceful man and by
that I not just mean monetarily, which
obviously stands true. But even his
personal relationship with the media
namely Shobhna Bharatia of Hindustan
Times, Subhash Chandra of Zee Media,
Rajat Sharma of India Tv etc which he
handles so well, as well as his political understanding with leaders cutting
across party lines - all have helped Singh
reach where he is today,” he says.
However, Singh’s political career
saw a downward spiral after his expulsion from the SP following fallout with
Yadav in 2010.He floated his own political party, the Rashtriya Lok Manch, in
2011, and unsuccessfully fielded a number of candidates in the 2012 assembly
polls in the state. He tried to revive his
career again in 2014, ahead of parliamentary elections, when he and former
Bollywood star Jaya Prada joined Ajit
Singh’s Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD) but
failed again as Singh lost the Lok Sabha
poll from the Fatehpur Sikri seat. Amar
Singh is a political obsessed man, looking to be politically relevant irrespective of win or loss. According to Amar
Singh, “life without politics is unthinkable”. Even after the loss, he scored a
point that Amar Singh is not politically
untouchable.
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He floated his own political party, the Rashtriya
Lok Manch, in 2011, and unsuccessfully fielded a
number of candidates in the 2012 assembly polls
in the state. He tried to revive his career again in
2014, ahead of parliamentary elections, when he and
former Bollywood star Jaya Prada joined Ajit Singh’s
Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD) but failed again as Singh lost
the Lok Sabha poll from the Fatehpur Sikri seat.
In his long political career, Amar
Singh has held many important positions starting from 1997-98 : Member, Committee on Papers Laid on the
Table, 1998-99 and Oct. 2004 onwards
Member, Consultative Committee for
the Ministry of Finance, June 1998 –
Feb. 2004 and Aug. 2004 – Aug. 2006
: Member, Committee on Finance,
1999–2001 : Member, Committee on
Provision of Computers to Members
of Rajya Sabha, 1999 : Member, Consultative Committee for the Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural Gas Member,
Informal Consultative Committee for
Northern Railway Zone, April 2001 –
Dec.2002 : Member, Joint Parliamentary Committee on Stock Market Scam
and matters relating thereto, March
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2002 – Nov. 2002 : Member, Committee on Petitions, Nov. 2002 : Re-elected
to Rajya Sabha, June 2003 – Aug. 2004
: Member, Committee of Privileges,
Aug. 2004 – May 2009 and Aug.2009
onwards : Chairman, Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Health and
Family Welfare, Aug. 2004 onwards :
Member, General Purposes Committee,
Sept. 2006 onwards : Member, Business Advisory Committee, May 2008
– Nov. 2008 : Member, Committee on
Public Undertakings, Nov. 2008 : Reelected to Rajya Sabha, Jan. 2010 onwards : Member, Parliamentary Forum
on Population and Public Health, 2016
: Re-elected to Rajya Sabha from Uttar Pradesh as a member of Samajwadi
Party.

Amar Singh has held many important positions in the
government namely Director, (i) Indian Airlines, (ii) State
Bank of India and (iii) National Textiles Corporation; previously associated with Congress; was Secretary, District
Congress Committee, Calcutta; was Member, (i) A.I.C.C.
and (ii) United Front Steering Committee; Member, (i)
Board of Governors of Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan, (ii)
Telephone Advisory Committee, Telecom District Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh, 1998, (iii) Telephone Advisory Committee, Telecom District Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh, 1999 and
(iv) Hindi Salahkar Samiti of the Department of Defence
Production and Supplies and Defence Research and Development Organisation; All India General Secretary, Samajwadi Party; National Spokesperson, Samajwadi Party

Road Ahead

In an era dominated by RSS ideology, Amar Singh is no
outsider in the power corridors based in Nagpur. According to him, his association with RSS dates back to three
decades. Then PM Chandrashekhar with Amar Singh
helped Nanaji Deshmukh to establish Ashram in Chitrakoot. Amar Singh was personally close to former RSS Chief
Rajju Bhaiyya and he was regular visitor to Allahabad
during Rajju Bhaiyya tenure leading to his active association with prominent RSS functionaries that are in control
of the organization today. According to Amar Singh, RSS
is a nationalist organization with extremely high moral
value and is dedicated to building character of the native
Indians vital to flare nationalist value in every citizen. Recently, Amar Singh is spotted in many RSS functions to
consolidate the old relationship. This strategic relationship is taking him closer to RSS promoted political entity
BJP. In an era of Modi and Shah, Amar Singh integration
in the party is a mere formality.
The next general election in 2019 will throw a great
challenge to Modi Shah Partnership. The 2014 wave is
missing but BJP organization is much more muscular and
the resources available with the party are better than the
previous elections. Fortunately the brand Modi remains
intact to be marked as the face of next elections. But BJP
is facing a threat from the combined opposition to target
BJP state wise. Today BJP is challenged by a probable alliance between SP & BSP in UP. The sheer articulation of
the vote bank puts BJP strategy on the edge. So BJP has
opted to co-operate its next move taking the services of
UP veteran Amar Singh because nobody knows DNA of
SP and BSP better than Amar Singh in the current political scene. Amar Singh insight knowledge of Samajwadi
Party will be offered to BJP Chief strategic Amit Shah to
break the party’s core strength while contesting the next
Lok Sabha elections.
Further the Uttar Pradesh CM Yogi is struggling to
push the development agenda that is vital to the success
of terminally sick UP, struggling between the politics of
Mandal and Kamandal. Amar Singh through his vast network of industrialist friends is likely to play a proactive
role in the industrialization of the state. An indication to
this effect came from the Prime Minister Narendra Modi
during the recent UP Industrial summit wherein PM has
applauded Amar Singh association with business people.
Amar Singh is likely to be deputed by the Prime Minister to accelerate the industrialization process of the state,
to assist Yogi Government in pushing the development
agenda.

Solving
Amar riddle

D

ecoding the three decade old complexed riddle Amar
Katha is a great research work; our team has explored
all unconventional methods to extract informal information to engage interest of the people reading Opinion
Express. Prashant Tewari, Editor-in-Chief, speaks candidly
to Amar Singh recently to explore his next political move and
roadmap ahead.
Q Why Amar Singh is controversial name in Indian politics? Is it deliberately designed strategy to
be relevant or you love camera and limelight?
A. I am not controversial but I can’t help if the controversy chases me always. For example, Akhilesh Yadav blamed
me for the SP spilt but now that I am not in the party, the
division in the SP party remains the same. It is easy to find
the scapegoat and remain away from the realities of life. Today I refuse to accept being the punching bag for anyone.
Similarly, I had extended full help to Amitabh Bachchan and
Anil Ambani during my days of power but they shunted me
out when I needed them the most during my tough times.
Instead of cooperating with me, they created controversy to
push me out. You tell me that my parting away from Ambani
family has resulted in reunion of the family? So who is to be
blamed? All of them have vested self interest and they act in
accordance to the greed for power or money and blame Amar
Singh for the fiasco. I have learned practical lesson in life,
and I will be dealing with them accordingly. I have learned
from the famous Abrahim Lincons quote, “Nearly all men can
stand adversity, but if you want to test a man’s character, give
him power.” Akhilesh Yadav, Amitabh Bachchan, Anil Ambani, Subrora Roy etc are no exceptions. All these characters
were the beneficiary of my help during their crisis time, they
flourished and prospered riding on my back, and the same
characterless people evaded me during my crisis time. I am
happy being a small man and let big people like Anil Ambani
face the business collapse with crores of debt. Akhilesh has
shown his character by deceiving his living father who incidentally is the founder of the party that he is heading today.
He is thrown out of power in UP in the recent assembly elections and Akhilesh have no hope in the near future.
Q Your parliamentary track record is phenomenal, the issue raised by you have national impact
namely on the farmer, agriculture, defence and industries etc. There are few MP’s who understand
synergy of politics and business better than you. Do
you think this is the reason why Industry loves you?
A. Yes I agree that my track record of being associated
with big business houses prior to entering politics is unique.
I have worked with Birla’s and Bhartia’s for many years including being the directorship of Hindustan Times. In my
golden days, even Reliance and Sahara was beneficiary of my
business acumen. Several middle time business groups have
made fortunes by associating with me. Surely I have gained
experience in the corporate environment that has proved a
great value in my parliamentary life.
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Q You have matured in a seasoned political mode after three
decades of national politics, surely you are a success story in parliament yet people call you “power
broker”, “dalal” and “fixer”, why?
A. I feel privileged that frustrated
people who are jealous of my political
progress do make similar comments. I
am from humble background so people
in Lutyens Delhi can’t digest my accession to power. There is an elite club that
exists in Delhi. Rahul Gandhi, Akhilesh
Yadav, Omar Abdullha, Tejeswani Yadav, Stalin, Jagan Reddy may indulge in
much worse corrupt practices in politics
but just because they are from the political background, nobody questions their
lifestyle, ideology, political integrity. It
is only after Chaiwala has become Neta
No1 in India, the adjectives are shifted
to people who have looted India by promoting dynasties. People with no competence are allowed to occupy high chair
are the real power brokers and dalals. So
I have left it to the people of this country
to identify and shame the real “power
brokers”, “dalals” in the Indian politics.
Q How do you rate Narendra
Modi four years of rule in Delhi?
And how Yogi has performed in
UP in the last one year?
A. Excellent. The pro poor scheme
launched by PM Modi has touched the
last mile in the country. Opening up of
30 crore bank accounts, DBT transfer to
bank accounts, free gas cylinder distribution, electricity to all, affordable housing
to all are the various schemes. The foreign
policy of the Modi government has isolated Pakistan globally. We have become
a dependable friend of USA and Israel.
The Middle East countries have started
cooperating directly with us instead of
favouring Pakistan. Look East policy has
yielded results and Japan and South Korea are now our dependable allies. On
the home front, the naxal problem and
internal security remained under control.
The corruption in India at the high level
has gone down drastically. In UP, Yogi
Government has done a great work on
law and order front. UP has struggled in
the Mandal and Kamandal politics since
three decades so Yogi government has a
challenge to overcome the psyche of the
people and make the development agenda the priority so that 22 crore people of
UP can taste the benefit of development
as rest of India has witnessed in the past.
Amar Singh made it amply clear that he
liked the leadership of PM Modi and now
his entire life was dedicated to him.
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Q You were the architect of
Mahagatbandhan in 1996 when
Devegowda was made the PM,
what difference do you feel that
prevails in India today when entire opposition is united against
Narendra Modi?
A. Simple, 1996 opposition unity
was success because there was no clear
face of governance wherein in 2019;
Narendra Modi is a decisive clear leader
challenging the entire opposition. The
track record of Modi since 2014 and the
corruption free governance is likely to
be the key for the imminent success of
Modi and definite failure of Mahagatbandhan. Nobody in India knows the
insight of the then coalition and its
weakness better than me. I have worked
closely with SP, TMC, RLD, JD(U), TDP
leadership and I know the ambitions
all the regional players, surely none
of them have a national footprint and
sheer dream of placing any regional
leader as the PM will be a certain flop
show. Making it amply clear that I like
the leadership of PM Modi and now my
entire life will be dedicated to him. And
I will aggressively campaign against the
“bua-babua jodi” (Mayawati-Akhilesh
Yadav) emerging in UP ahead of the
LS elections. “I am an independent MP
and still four years of my tenure are left.
I will prefer to do aggressive campaigns
for PM Narendra Modi and CM Yogi
Adityanath as I don’t approve of buababua jodi.”
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Q You are a politically obsessed person going ahead, how
do you see your role in the coming
months specially when all important national elections are due in
2019 and 80 parliamentary seats
of UP is likely to decide the next
PM of the country?
A. Narendra Modi pro poor clean
image will overpower everyone in the
next general elections in India and UP.
I have no doubt that Modi’s national
stature with Amit Shah driven BJP organizational strength, Yogi’s hard work
will overpower opponent. Additionally, RSS will be very proactive under
Sarkaryavah Dattaji Hosabale, sitting
and functioning from Lucknow as his
main functioning centre. And when you
look at the probable opponents than a
miserable picture emerges in mind.
The SP is broken in several small family groups and BSP is just a caste specific party with a limited appeal now.
Congress is left with no clear ideology
and assertive leadership and aging
long queue of regional leaders namely
Devegowda, Sharad Pawar, OP Chauthala, Lalu Yadav, Mulayam Singh Yadav are on the wrong side of the life
so to throw a serious challenge on Narendra Modi will be virtually impossible for them in the coming general
elections. People have a clear choice of
opting for a nationalist honest leader
verses corrupt family ridden politics
of discredited leaders.

Unwanted Guests
Resources of India are meant for only its own citizens

Ishkaran Singh Bhandari

T

he primary duty of a nation is
to provide for and take care of
its citizens. The entire concept
of nation is based upon having fixed
boundary and population which resides legally inside the boundary
forming that nation. The problem of
illegal migration has troubled Assam
since a long time. In fact, the first Citizens register was formed in 1951 as a
consequence of Immigrants (Expulsion from Assam) Act, 1950 which necessitated a check on undocumented
immigration from open border with
East Pakistan.
The problem of illegal Bangladeshi
migration to Assam reached crisis level in 1971 where to flee the atrocities
of Pakistani army, millions poured
into India from East Pakistan as Bangladesh was then known. This caused
enormous burden on resources of
India to an extent of becoming unsustainable. The then Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi in an interview to BBC
clearly stated the problem of illegal
migrants in India was one of the primary and pressing issue to go to war
and liberate Bangladesh. Unfortunately, even after Bangladesh became
an independent country, illegal immigration did not stop but continued to
happen on large-scale hence resulted
in economic conflicts and heightened cultural differences, also led
to formation of All Assam Students’
Union (AASU). The 6-year long Assam Movement culminated into signing of Assam Accords by the Union of
India and AASU on August 15, 1985
at behest of then Prime Minister Mr.
Rajiv Gandhi, for detection, deletion
and expulsion of all such immigrants
in the territory of Assam.
Section 5.8 of the Assam Accord
reads as “Foreigners who came to Assam on or after March 25th 1971 shall
continue to be detected and expelled
in accordance with law. Immediate
and practical steps to be taken to expel such foreigners.”
But the Accord hardly did anything
to practically solve the problem. The
government led by Rajiv Gandhi completely failed in its operation hence

worsening the situation. As a consequence of the political fiasco regarding the cut-off date for foreigner identification, the updation of NRC didn’t
see the light of the day and finally in
2013 the Hon’ble Supreme Court gave
the nod for updating the NRC to verify
the legitimate citizens of the state as
per the Accord.
In consort with the mandate of the
apex court of the country, the Central
government and the State government were directed to update the long
pending NRC complying The Citizenship Act, 1955. The court established
midnight of December 31, 2017 as the
deadline for publication of final draft
of the NRC.
1.9 crore out of the 3.3 crore applicants were identified as Indian Citizens
on this date, however this wasn’t the
complete draft and the same was to be
published by midnight of July 30, 2018.
According to the latest draft, 40 lakh
people were found to be illegal immigrants residing in the state of Assam.
All Nations of the world act against
the illegal immigrants entering their
countries according to their laws. It
is the duty of Government to have secured borders, ensure that money of
citizens which flows to Government
in form of various direct or indirect
taxes is used for the development of
the nation and benefit of its citizens.
The resources of the nation are meant
exclusively for its citizens and since
they are not inexhaustible in nature,
they shouldn’t be made available to
cater the needs of millions of illegal
immigrants. Many illegals resort to
crime and illegal activities as they do
not have roots in society nor any concern for it, others do it as they know
can always escape back to their own
country and be safe from persecution
there.
The economic and social cost of illegals is devastating for India. Around
40 Lakh illegal people are residing in
Assam affecting the daily lives of the
native Assamese and sucking away on
the economic opportunities meant for
Indian citizens. The number of illegal
immigrants in other states is equally
large and some experts believe that it
may go as high as 10 crore illegals livO p i n i on E x p r e s s

ing in India. They are a threat to the
national security and Assam Accord
of 1985 promised that illegals would
be expelled. The Congress Government for their vote bank politics did
not take serious action on expulsion
of illegal immigrants and permitted
many of them to get voter identification cards.
The National Register of Citizens
should be fully implemented in accordance to the process laid by the
Hon’ble Supreme Court. The immense
numbers of immigrants have caused
and have been causing additional load
on both the state and the Central government. The distinctive identity of
the Assamese people is facing a grave
threat of being outnumbered in their
own native land.
India cannot be a ‘Dharamshala’
where illegal migrants from other
countries come to partake in the State
Resources meant for Indian citizens.
The government needs to take following steps to solve the problem of
illegal immigrants. Firstly,the process
of detection has to be done efficiently
and as quickly as possible so that a final list of illegal immigrants can be officially published. Secondly,the voting
rights along with any other state benefits or subsidies availed by them are
to be immediately stopped pending
legal steps to expel them from India.
Thirdly, dedicated fast track courts
which are adequately staffed and have
required resources to determine the
status of illegal immigrants should
function expeditiously. Fourthly, The
property of such illegals should be
seized and auctioned and that money be used for the entire process of
identification, deletion, expulsion of
illegal immigrants. Fifthly, That FIR
should be launched and thorough investigation done where ever illegals
are found even after expulsion with
fake ration cards, Aadhaar, election
card or any other such documents, so
that all officials which aided and abetted the stay of illegals in India also
gets punished. These steps will ensure
that illegal immigrants are thrown out
and also prevent future illegal immigration into India.
(The writer is an advocate)
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India’s banking woes &
its economic impact
Although UPA left poison pills behind in form on unprotected
loans, the present government must get tough to reduce NPAs
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Dr Rahul Misra

here’s no doubt that the UPA
left poison pills behind; the
Government must get tough.
The Indian banking sector is in
crisis and someone needs to call out the
culprit, the UPA Government, which allowed ridiculous loans to be approved.
If facts are investigated, it will emerge
that several gold-plated loans were
given to favoured businessmen. It is,
therefore, not surprising that journal-

ists, friendly to the previous regime, are
flying kites and are trying to discredit
legitimate business loans given to people close to the current administration.
When Congress leaders attack the Modi
Government for allowing defaulters
such as Vijay Mallya to ‘escape’, one
cannot but be astounded at the hypocrisy of such spokespersons. It was the
UPA that gave massive loans which did
not have a semblance of logic. Anybody
with a modicum of intelligence could
see that Mallya’s airline was in a tailspin

As much as one would say that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Finance Minister Arun
Jaitley have been hobbled by
the ineptitude and downright
thuggery of the previous
administration, the fact is that
they are the ones in power today.
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and was going to be crushed under the
one-time liquor baron’s immense ego.
And it is not just Mallya to whom loans
that defied logic were given, infrastructure projects from roads to airports
were ‘gold-plated’, the cost of building a
kilometre of four-lane highway inexplicably jumped four-times in that decade
as mafia builders ripped off the banks
with Government’s tacit support.
As much as one would say that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Finance Minister Arun Jaitley have been
hobbled by the ineptitude and downright thuggery of the previous administration, the fact is that they are the ones
in power today. Blaming the previous
Government is not an excuse that can be
taken to voters after completing threequarters of one’s term in power. There’s
no doubt that the global financial crisis,
coupled with stricter rules, implemented by both former and present Reserve
Bank of India Governors, Raghuram
Rajan and Urjit Patel respectively, have
made most Indian banks reluctant to
give loans to small and medium industries. These projects are essential to get
job growth going and, thus, encourage a
consumption economy. India’s economic growth has been constrained over the
previous few quarters because of this
fact. While a 6.5 per cent growth rate is
nothing to be ashamed of, it is certainly
not enough to keep pace with India’s
‘demographic dividend’ which runs the
risk of becoming a ‘demographic burden’. Jaitley rightly noted that large
industrial enterprises do find it easier
to raise funds from bond markets and
from foreign banks due to their credit
ratings, something that self-appointed
social media economists fail to understand.
With gross non-performing assets
growing from Rs 5.02 lakh crore to Rs
6.41 lakh crore between March 2016
and March 2017, the situation is critical. The new insolvency law brought in
by the Government, despite some flaws,
is a beginning in the process to recapitalisation. Crony capitalists encouraged
by corrupt politicians of the previous
regime should see their projects taken
away and their assets built up by siphoning funds from their companies,
should be auctioned off. Yes, the banks
and the Government will need to take a
haircut, a massive one at that, but that’s
the only way forward. The Government
must think before it recapitalises the
banking system. Bankers should realise
that things are not as bad as they were
in the aftermath of the most corrupt adOctober 2018
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ministration India has ever seen.
The drop in the NPA to capital ratios in 2016 looks hopeful but this is
partly due to the additional capital received by many public sector banks as
part of the government’s Indradhanush
programme. Also, in light of the revised
disclosures of NPA levels by some large
private sector banks in the last few
weeks, the 2016 ratios are likely to be
much worse.
We also compare the growth rates
of NPAs, capital and loans across the
two crisis episodes. The average annual
growth rates of GNPA and NNPA over
the five-year period from 1997-2001
were 8.5% and 9.8%, respectively. During this period, bank capital grew 13.14%
and bank loans grew 15.87%. The corresponding numbers for the current crisis are much worse. The average GNPA
and NNPA growth rates for the period
2011-2015 were 45.9% and 54.9%, respectively. The average growth rate of
bank capital for this period was 16.1%.
Bank loans grew at 16.2%.
This shows that during the last NPA
crisis, bank capital grew at a higher rate
than NPAs. While the NPA to loans
ratio was higher then, banks were not
undercapitalized. They had better ability to withstand the problem. In the
current crisis, however, the growth rate
of NPAs has been considerably higher
than that of bank capital, further underscoring the severity of the crisis. The
growth rates of bank loans on the other
hand have been similar across both crisis episodes.
The emphasis on the alternative
measure of the NPA problem also highlights the importance of capital in re-
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solving the crisis. If the NPA to capital
ratio is to be restored to a level that was
prevalent during the high growth years
of 2003-2007, the capital base has to
roughly quadruple. Even if we assume
that roughly 50% of the net NPAs will
be recovered by the banking sector, the
capital base has to double. This is unlikely to happen through retained profits or sale of real estate or other similar
strategies.
An attempt to revive the banking sector must include a credible commitment
of capital for it to be meaningful. In absence of capital and accompanying structural reforms, any solution will be incomplete and the banking sector may remain
in the quagmire for a long time to come.

Impact of NPA on Economy

The problem of NPAs in the Indian
banking system is one of the foremost
and the most formidable problems that
had impact the entire banking system.
Higher NPA leads to following adverse
impact on Economy:
1. Depositors do not get rightful
returns and many times may lose uninsured deposits. Banks may begin
charging higher interest rates on some
products to compensate Non-performing loan losses
2. Bank shareholders are adversely
affected
3. Bad loans imply redirecting of
funds from good projects to bad ones.
Hence, the economy suffers due to loss
of good projects and failure of bad investments
4. When bank do not get loan repayment or interest payments, liquidity
problems may ensue.
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Steps taken by RBI & Government in last few years to
curb NPA

Government has launched Mission Indradhanush to make the working
of public sector bank more transparent
and professional in order to curb the
menace of NPA in future.
Government has introduced
Bankruptcy code which will make it
easier for banks to recover the loans
from the debtors.
RBI introduced number of measures in last few years which include:
Tightening the Corporate Debt
Restructuring (CDR) mechanism,
Setting up a Joint Lenders’ Forum, prodding banks to disclose the real
picture of bad loans, asking them to increase provisioning for stressed assets,
Introducing a 5:25 scheme where
loans are to be amortized over 25 years
with refinancing option after every five
years, and
Empowering them to take majority control in defaulting companies
under the Strategic Debt Restructuring
(SDR) scheme.
It is a matter of grave concern that
due to the NPA problem, the entire economic activity of the country has come
to a gridding halt. Modi government is
doing its best to resolve the issue with
carrot and stick policy though the sentiments are extremely damp. It will take
some time to restore the confidence of
the people in the banking system and
the banker must own responsibility of
serving the country honestly, then the
problem is likely to be resolved.
(Writer is Associate Editor &
banking and finance expert)

Reform without research
can doom economy
The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) passed in May, 2016
was hailed as a path-breaking economic reform has a flip side too

A

Kapil Sibal

policy on paper may convey
a grand vision. The key, however, is its successful implementation. Ground realities
must be taken into account before making path-breaking policy announcements. The failure of the NDA has
been its inability to anticipate pitfalls
in implementing policies. Demonetisation, without understanding its likely
consequences, proved to be an unmitigated disaster. The same applies to a
flawed GST. The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) passed in May, 2016
was hailed as a path-breaking economic
reform. Its object was to clean up the
balance sheets of banks, make the corporate sector pay for its sins, prosecute
those who manipulated and conspired
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to manipulate the banking system and,
above all, transfer non-performing assets to more responsible corporate
successors. On February 12, the RBI
abolished half a dozen loan restructuring schemes and instead provided for a
strict 180-day timeline to agree in case
of a default on a resolution plan or else
refer the account to be dealt with under
the IBC — the Supreme Court has now
stayed the RBI’s February 12 circular
and asked banks not to initiate insolvency proceedings against the loan defaulting companies.
To process cases under IBC, 1,300
insolvency professionals are registered
under three insolvency professional
agencies. Over 525 cases of corporate
insolvency have been admitted across
the National Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT) benches. One hundred and
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eight voluntary liquidation proceedings have taken place and the underlying defaults for different sectors under
IBC include steel, construction, mining
and others involving approximately
Rs 1,28,810 crore. Despite these large
numbers, since 2014, only a few have
undergone resolution under IBC.
Of the first 10 cases for which resolution plans were approved under IBC
between August and December, 2017,
financial creditors were able to recover
only 33.53 per cent of the total outstanding claims from defaulting borrowers. On June 13, 2017, the RBI identified 12 large loan defaulters where IBC
procedures were initiated. More than
one year later, except Bhushan Steel
and Electro Steels Ltd., only two of the
12 companies, no other company has
seen resolution.

Against those 12 large loan defaulters, the claims admitted amount to Rs
3,12,947 crore. It is unlikely that we may
see resolution of these large defaulters as contemplated by the policy pronouncement. Time spent on litigation
is excluded from the 180 days time-line
which was the outside limit for resolution. The only beneficiaries in such protracted high-stake litigation would be
the resolution professionals and members of the legal fraternity. The power
sector, which has around 34 stressed
accounts worth Rs 1.5 lakh crore, is the
biggest worry for the banks since resolution through IBC will erode the true
value of assets. The RBI had threatened
banks with severe consequences if its
new norms specified in the February 12
circular were not adhered to.
The Allahabad High Court, in response to a challenge to the circular,
has asked the Union government to talk
to the RBI for relief to the power sector
since it is feared that the hair-cut that
banks might have to take in the process
of resolution would be around 85 per
cent.
The dark side of this entire resolution process is that there are very few
players in the corporate sector who
have the capacity to raise capital and
buy assets even at 35 or 15 per cent of
their valuation. The bidding process for
resolution in the steel sector has seen
only two big domestic players and key
global players who are eying assets that
are likely to be taken over at throwaway
prices, somewhat like the manner in

which public sector disinvestment during the Vajpayee regime saw favoured
players picking up assets for values far
below their true value.
In the steel sector, only two large
corporate players seem to be the beneficiaries of stressed assets. Near monopolies will be created in the steel sector, a
fatal blow to competition. In the power
sector, too, there are two key players
and with one suffering disqualification,
the sole beneficiary will be a single large
corporate entity. In both steel and power, banks as secured creditors will be
unable to recover the loans extended.
Recovery through the IBC process in
the steel sector will be about 35 per cent
of the loans advanced and in the power
sector, only 15 per cent of the loans advanced. This is a scandal in itself. Even
the beneficiaries will raise loans from
banks to pay for acquisitions.
It is a pity that the government did
not and could not anticipate these perhaps unintended consequences. While
the February 12 circular of the RBI was
operative, the minister of power, on
July 19, informed of the debt restructuring Samadhan scheme of State Bank
of India to resolve stressed assets in the
power sector. That scheme has come to
naught. A scheme similar to Samadhan
to bail out the Rural Electrification Corporation, an NPA (Rs 17,000 crore), is
also likely to come to naught.
The RBI has also been issuing
guidelines from time to time, which too
reflect the hiccups that have taken place
in the absence of understanding of the
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consequences of policy pronouncements. The Standing Committee on Energy in March, 2018 in its report stated,
“…simply applying RBI guidelines mechanically by various banks, financial
institutions, joint lender forums will
push these plants further into trouble
without hope for recovery.” This is an
indictment of the policy itself and reflects on the poor management of policy
prescriptions in the process of implementation.
The Standing Committee further
opined that “180 days to find an optimal solution and resolve is almost impossible”. It also stated that when all
such projects land up in the NCLT, the
pipeline will be choked and resolution
will not be easy. The Committee further
stated that the power sector is in transition and that the RBI in its framework
is only addressing financial issues but
not the “whole range of issues that are
external to financing matters.” It said
that these stressed assets in the power
sector are “national assets” and “at the
end of the day need to be protected, preserved and conserved.”
The policy is in a shambles. Handing over valuable assets to two or three
individual entities is the highest form
of crony capitalism. Such policies implemented without analysis are much
worse than the allegations of policy paralysis which gave us 8.2 GDP between
2004 and 2014.
(Writer is a prominent lawyer
and former Union minister)
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In tune with time

Prem Shenoi on clean India mission
How Prem Shenoi, a pioneer acknowledged for ushering environment
bioremediation in India is revolutionizing wastewater management
industry with his venture, Aerobic Biotaxy India Pvt. Ltd
aside areas. ABIL products are unique
in the longevity of their functionality &
continuity of their sustainability. The
systems are adaptable to any existing or
failed treatment plants without going in
for heavy investment on machinery &
other infrastructures. With the initiation of its journey back in 2012, ABIL
has refined and evolved its technological expertise in wastewater treatment,
adapted from Mother Nature’s tools.

Diwakar Shetty

W

aste water is an unavoidable byproduct of life and
the living world has encompassed its own ‘waste
water management’ solutions since its
creation. Mankind, with its developments and discoveries in the arenas of
health, technology, engineering and
other industries has made advancements but has simultaneously left the
earth down in dumps- with overburdened wastewater streams and aggressive environmental pollution. We have
unbalanced the ways nature manages,
reduces and reuses waste water. How,
then, can we maintain an equilibrium
between development and waste water
management? To address this alarming concern of mounting waste mountains and the crippled polluted streams,
Mr Prem Shenoi, an intuitive thought
leader took notes from nature’s incredible systems for managing waste and
emulated nature’s strategies in human designs to uncover a panacea for
waste water management challenges.
And this was how the vision of Aerobic Biotaxy India Pvt. Ltd. was shaped.
With its well-established technologies
engineered to solve the unmet needs
of wastewater management, ABIL has
brought in a sustainable, techno-commercially viable solution with reduced
operational and faecal sludge management and costs.
ABIL’s engineered Bio Remediation technology has answered most of
the toxicity in disposal system created
by modern living lifestyle subsequent to
economic stability.ABIL caters environmental Biotechnology solutions to every
corner of the world- starting from single
house apartment to large commercial &
Industrial complex. The organization’s
modular and scalable products & systems are easy to install & operate while
adaptable to any site conditions like
below car parking or pathways or at set
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The man behind ABIL’s
spark of change- Mr Prem
Shenoi

He observed the
limitations of initial
submerge ABGs for
large-volume treatment
due to hostile regimes,
operational difficulty &
serviceability aspects.
Hence, he invented &
introduced On-Surface,
Sub surface ABG model
called ‘Genie’ that can
avoid the costly external
dosing of bacteria to
maintain the targeted
bio-digestion strength
as high-volume bacteria
generators
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A Science graduate from Kochin, Mr
Shenoi has channelized his expertise
for numerous infrastructure projects
like Mines, Dams, water body rejuvenation across various countries. He
has also worked for international trade
agreements and assisted heads of many
businesses to revive their operations. In
most part of his life, he was a globetrotter. He brought Environment Bioremediation in India by incorporating Aerobic Biotaxy India Pvt. Ltd. in association
with Dr Daniel Wickham & Mr Curtis
Ashbeck. He is renowned in customizing the Aerobic Treatment Process for
Indian horizon. Mr Shenoi has been
instrumental in providing new dimensions to ABG (Aerobic Bacteria Generators). He observed the limitations of
initial submerge ABGs for large-volume
treatment due to hostile regimes, operational difficulty & serviceability aspects. Hence, he invented & introduced
On-Surface, Sub surface ABG model
called ‘Genie’ that can avoid the costly
external dosing of bacteria to maintain
the targeted bio-digestion strength as
high-volume bacteria generators.
A key component, aeration holds a
vital position in the bioremediation to
provide necessary energy & accelerate
the degradation of organic wastes by
microorganisms. Another state-of-art
technology, Pressure Balanced OCTOPUS™ Oxygenators, patented by Mr

Shenoi, are fine bubble diffuser, suitable for waste water treatment, createsan oxygen-rich foam environment in
its core because water generally holds
mere 7-9mg/l oxygen. Encouraged by
the sustainable bio-digestion of sewage & solid waste, Mr Prem Shenoi
expanded the aerobic bioremediation
process to various challenging fields by
conducting various successful trials for
industrial effluents like Nicotine digestion at ITC Ltd. Bangalore (The bioremediation of 100% nicotine has been
patented by Mr Shenoi), Milk Dairy,
Tannery, etc.

ABIL: an innovative solution for the mammoth
waste management concern
in India

Headquartered at Bangalore, ABIL
has established itself as a multinational
environmental biotechnology frontrunner on the Indian landscape by successfully creating a blend of environmental
biology and technology to process domestic & industrial waste, wastewater
management and resolving environmental pollution problems. Spearheading as a debit-free organically grown
leader, the frontrunner has come up
with its own Aerobic Bacteria Generators and its improved version design
and new products are constantly diversified in respect to the easier operation
and cost-cutting by keeping its customers in focus. ABIL uses sound scientific

novel bio-remediation technology to
digest all pollutants (Sludge) whatever
the complex forms they are and breaks
them back into natural elements. The
company is in the possession of eleven
patents(filed)under this technology
and seven are in the process of filing.
Furthermore the organization has entered in multiple Memorandum of Understanding with International leaders
including Biocon ltd, Leidos Plc USA,
Emersion Plc USA, Sludge hammer
group Plc USA and many others across
the domain to share the technology and
component development. Known for its
advanced products of Aerators, Diffusers and Bacteria growth media which
are manufactured 100% in India. ABIL
is equipped with twenty-five energetic
professional from microbiology, mechanical engineering, MBA marketing
polytechnics to execute, support & service the work at ABIL. The entire team
is of environment enthusiasts who are
full of energy & passion in all what they
do.

AIBL’s Sustainable Smart
Waste Water Treatment
Technology (SSWWTT)

ABIL’s next gen technology, Sustainable Smart Waste Water Treatmenthas
been developed as anew age application
of Artificial intelligence based automation of waste watertreatment system. It
will add value to the organization by optimizing Data for operatingefficiencies,
maintenance, plus consumer use and
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extracting human health information
insights over health deficiencies and
illness, quantity andquality reusable
resources to accelerate sewerage economy. Additionally, it leads thepathway
to smart cities architecture by monitoring qualities of sewage, sewer, seweragesystem, health indicators, and detecting needs for up-gradations, design
modifications,maintenance and repair
throughout the system for a sustainable
futuristic Smart Sewerage Economy.
To implement this technology, ABIL is
currently working on its first project in
Bangalore.

Waste Digester

ABIL’s another dream project;
Waste Digester holds prowess in the
complete elimination of garbage waste
land fill(size; 1x3m) comprising of wet
& smelling garbage food waste vegetable and kitchen waste etc of approx 30
houses. In the timeframe of 5 hours, the
Waste Digester will convert the waste
into an odorless dry powder composite,
containing agriculture value. A revolutionary project, the machine will successfully convert the mounds of garbage
with 100 % saving on removal, transportation and landfills with free from
smell and diseases.
Building a better world and moving
forward with Disruptive Technology
Adhering to its principals, ABIL is
successfully crafting a niche for itself
with three-fold growth and satisfying
October 2018
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its clientele, including a host of CDP,
Platinum8 and Fortune 500 companies.ABIL’s bioremediation speaks
for the uniqueness of the company. It
stands ahead of the technologies like
SBR, MBBR, RBC, and MBRthat extract
water from the waste and leave the residue behind, without any treatment. The
organization’s successfully installed
70plus Sludge & Odor Free(SOF) plants
in & out of Karnataka has treated more
than 2 billion litersof wastewater as on
today with no chemicals, pathogens,
toxic gases that pollute the water, soil &
other ecosystems.

Adding Values to Customers

With its focus over delivering core
capabilities like LEED (Leadership in
Energy and Environment Design), Zero
Discharge and Net Zero Energy (NZE)
through its robust products, ABIL is
looking ahead to drive targets and keep
the organization’s growth vigorous,
nurtured by corporate ethics & professionalism. ABIL is looking to appoint
high calibre with integrity reliability &
commitment from similar fields to take
this challenge.

Field Trials to leap forward….

The Aerobic Bio remediation’s trials
and claims have been verified under the
analysis of DrVamanachrya, Former
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Chairman, and KSPCB. Further on his
advice, bioremediation of solid wastes
was also conducted in various locations
including Sunrise Company to prove the
organization’s biotechnology prowess.
The company has been acknowledged
with special approval from BBMP (Bangalore BruhatMahanagarPalike) jointly
with KSPCB for bioremediation of dilapidated Lakes and the results were
demonstrated as most desirable. The
organization also conducted various trials for industrial effluents which have
been outlined below:
Nicotine digester at ITC Ltd factory premises at Bangalore- ABIL was
successful in 100% nicotine digestion
and the patent for this innovative technique has been filed.
Milk Dairy waste digester- ABIL
presented a successful demonstration
of biotechnology solution for waste
dairy water at KMF.
Further trials were also conducted on bioremediation at ITC Tech Park
for sewage and the results were beyond
satisfaction level. Currently, the organization’s Ammonia Digestion is in progress.
The bioremediation trials at Kingfisher breweries, Nelamangala also exhibited the success of the technology in
degrading brewery waste.
Tannery & animal glue waste digestion trials were conducted through
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continuous flow experiment for 3 weeks
at Quality Glues, Ambur and achieved
the best solutions to this challenging
field.
These successful Field trials illustrate the wide spectrum of ABIL’s bioremediation proficiency and the company
is focusing at the wide scope to contribute effectively, economically to resolve
today’s’ industrial conflicts facing with
ecosystems.

ABIL’s Chronoscope

25 Oct 2013 - Firstever field trail
was conducted at Ecospace Tech Park
, Waste water treatments by curtsy of
Mr. Kupandra Reddy, Member of Parliament, was the first step of success
towards WWT using engineered Bioremediation
09 Dec 2013- Installation of
FIRST Sludge & Odor Free (SOF) Aerobic Treatment Plant (ATP) for SK Iris
Apartments, at Hormavu, Bangalore
11 Dec 2013- ABIL got its “Octopus” fine bubble aerators patented and
exported the first batch to the USA
ABIL created a landmark of treating 1.0 Million Litres of wastewater into
clear water through successful Aerobic
Bioremediation without using any filtration process or chemicals.
5 March 2014- ABIL signed an
agreement with EmersonInc. The USA,
towards resolving solid waste treatment

from kitchens & restaurants in India through their world
class in-Sinkerator products.
12 May 2014- Dr Dan &Mr Curtis joined ABIL as
shareholders & Directors thus, directly bridging Sludge
Hammer and basic technology transfer from USA to India.
31 MAY, 2014- ABIL got recognized for supporting
Rotary BSE-SME and achieved National Awards for Excellency.
8Oct 2015- ABIL introduced bioremediation solutions to the Hotel &restaurant- La Marvella, (SVG group),
to leap to Shopping Malls & Technoparks where the ETPs
have effluents that were very complex in nature due to fat,
oils,grease,massage lotions, laundry waters.
12 Aug 2017- ABIL crossed another milestone of
treating 1.0 Billion litres of wastewaters at daily recycling
of 1.75MLD through its over 50 SOF (sludge & Odor Free)
plants.
ABIL has successfully commissioned plants ranging to
100-250 KLD capacities.
Creating an engineered environment for future- ABIL’s
Research & Development Dexterity
AIBL has initiated an in-house Research & Development (R&D) centre to define & deliver products which can
sustain functionality & continuity in the field of ever challenging industrial effluents. A multi-pronged approach is
planned to turn R&D into a profit centre to generate Rs.10
-50M initial years with a growth rate of 100% annually.
The organization is in process of building a full-fledged
R&D centre spanning 1000-2000 sq. m. for 400 research
analytic and support staff to develop bio-solution targeting customer specific product waste.

Journey Ahead

Speaking of the future plans, Mr Shenoi elucidates,
“The market is wide open with 360 degrees opportunity
at present. In all the available technology clients have
to place huge investment & needless stress to maintain
regulatory standards. But our disruptive technology has
already endowed us to easily surpass these limits and has
established our niche in terms of operation, maintenance,
durability, functionality & continuity.”

Exports

ABIL is watching out a quantum leap in its exports
with an expected rise to INR 20M in next fiscal period
from current’s INR 3M. The organization’s core products are harnessed across the globe, including PAN India.
ABIL is also planning to explore North America, Europe,
and Chinese mainland through SludgeHammer group.
The organization is expecting a turnover of Rs.50M from
its Bangalore unit and more stems including, Delhi NCR,
Mumbai, Navi Mumbai, Goa, Pune, Amaravati (AP),
Hyderabad, Kochin, Chennai. With the stabilized process,
seamless technology and successful products dedicated to
customers’ needs, ABIL is on its way of scaling its revenue
to the mark of Rs.2000M in 2019-20 with a conservative
addition of Rs. 500M via other revenues like maintenance
& large contracts and with the building of infrastructure,
logistics & trained manpower.
Team ABIL have visionaries namely Dr Daniel Wickham PhD - Chairman & Chief Scientist, Curtis Robert Ashbeck- Director & Chief of Operations, TN Dinesh KumarFounder Director & Chief of Technical Service

Young mind pushing
for cleaner India
Harsshal L Reddy, simple girl with an
extra ordinary vision.

H

arsshal Reddy is a Associate Vice President (Marketing )
at Aerobic Biotaxy ,one of India’s fastest growing biotechnology firms , headquarters at Bengaluru, KA, India. She
is a graduate in international business Amity University Noida India. She choose to work towards a better safer and hygienic, Clean
India. (Contributing towards SWACH BHARAT MISSION)
Harsshal works towards management of treating toxic waste
water of sewages or industrial wastes with the help of aerobic bacteria to make water suitable for re-use, leaving behind No extracted solid wastes or pathogens. Harsshal says “I began my research
in the subject from my second
year at University. I also presented this topic in one of my
business conference in the
year 2015”. The area of conservation, protecting, treating
and giving back to the environment has always been of
keen interest. This was once
such opportunity, where my
heart was at the right space,
the right time.
Time and again I researched and developed in
getting the word out about
the industry and it’s technology. One such incident that made me realise that waste water
treatment and its prevention is a necessity ....when I was walking
back from my university building to my hostel block and had to
cross by this open treatment plant within campus. There was one
area where most of the students had to cross everyday at university campus. And would hold their breath to cross by this area and
this was when I realise that this is a sewage play of one of the hostel blocks that is an open treatment plant and most of the times
there was water overflowing from these treatment plants.
I believe that the times coincided with one of my experiences
of staying in a hostel and to come across aerobic biotaxy as this
platform providing efficient sewage treatment or any effluent
treatment plant ( one of its kind in India) with at most design
to suit its technology ,with complete treatment leaving behind no
sludge and no waste water out for human exposure either by air,
moisture or mist, or also by any physical movement and human
handling of the physical sludge.
The modernization and Urbanization of human lifestyle has
resulted in a much more Complex system of wastes generated.
For example-be a personal care, soaps -shampoos, pharmaceuticals, kitchen wastes, home improvement waters, oil spills, Industrial water based waste, hospital waste, airports waste, etc.
Thus resulting in much more complex situation on the ground
where in million of tones of sewage is to be treated on daily basis.
India is a growing country both in terms of the population and industrial use. The municipal corporations of the cities are saturated
with funds and resources so a private participation is desperately
requited to meet the challenge. Aerobic biotaxy is one platform that
has all round solution to treating any complex effluents.
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Rafale deal: Why French
jets are at the centre of an
Indian political storm
Vikas Pandey

I

ndia’s opposition parties are demanding the resignation of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi over allegations of corruption in a multi-billion
dollar fighter jet deal. Rahul Gandhi, the
leader of the main opposition Congress
party, has alleged that Mr Modi “favoured” an Indian company that is part
of the French deal. Mr Modi’s Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) has denied the allegation, saying the government signed
the deal to meet the Indian Air Force’s
combat requirements and had no role in
choosing the French manufacturer’s local partner. The issue has caused a political storm in India, and much of the
debate in TV news shows has revolved
around it in the past few days.

Hollande drops a
‘bombshell’

India, the world’s second-largest
defence importer in 2017, signed a
government-to-government deal with
France in 2016 to buy 36 Rafale warplanes manufactured by Dassault Aviation.With this deal, Delhi is hoping to
modernise its Soviet-era air force fleet.
The Rafale is a multi-role aircraft capable of carrying out long-range missions,
including conducting highly accurate
sea and ground attacks.
The first Rafales are expected to
be delivered by 2019 and India is set
to have all 36 jets within six years. Mr
Modi announced the deal in Paris along
with then French President François
Hollande. The Indian government said
it had negotiated the “best deal” to
strengthen its air combat capabilities.
Almost two years later, the leaders seem
to have different views on what they
once described as an important deal.
Mr Hollande sparked political controversy in India last week by telling
French news website Mediapart that Mr
Modi’s government had pressured Dassault to partner with India’s Reliance
Defence to meet its “offset policy”.
Why are India’s army and government at loggerheads?
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Is Lockheed dumping F-16s on
India?
Can India work with ‘unpredictable’ Trump?
The “offset” clause in Delhi’s defence
procurement rules says that foreign
firms need to invest at least 30% of a
deal’s worth back in India. It was introduced in India’s Defence Procurement
Procedure in 2008 to boost domestic
manufacturing. As part of the 2016
Rafale deal, Dassault agreed to invest
50% of the estimated $8.7bn (£6.6bn)
contract in India to manufacture some
components of the jet with billionaire
Anil Ambani’s Reliance Defence.

The deal - from start to
finish

2001: India decides to buy 126
fighter jets to strengthen its air force
O p i n i on E x p r e s s

2007: Tenders are issued
2008: Companies such as America’s
Boeing, Russia’s United Aircraft Corporation, Sweden’s Saab and France’s
Dassault put in bids
2012: Dassault, which submitted
the lowest bid, is shortlisted
2014: The deal is put on hold as the
BJP’s Narendra Modi becomes PM
2015: During his visit to France, Mr
Modi announces India’s decision to buy
36 “ready to fly” Rafale jets
Mr Hollande told Mediapart that
his government didn’t have a say in
the matter. “It was the Indian government who proposed this [Reliance] service group, and Dassault
who negotiated with Ambani. We
did not have a choice, we took the
interlocutor who was given to us,”
he said.

‘Crony capitalism’

The Congress party has accused Mr
Modi of practising crony capitalism by
helping Anil Ambani’s firm. “The PM
personally negotiated and changed the
Rafale deal behind closed doors... The
PM has betrayed India. He has dishonoured the blood of our soldiers,” Mr
Gandhi tweeted. He has demanded that
the government order an inquiry into
the deal. But ministers have rejected
the allegation, saying Dassault was free
to pick any competent Indian manufacturer. The French firm has also supported the Indian government’s claim.
“This [the selection of Reliance]
is Dassault Aviation’s choice. This
partnership has led to the creation of
the Dassault Reliance Aerospace Ltd
(DRAL) joint-venture in February
2017,” it said. Mr Ambani has always
denied any wrongdoing in the deal. He
has previously said that the joint venture was agreed directly between his
firm and Dassault, and that the government was not involved. The French
government seems to have taken a cautious approach. Its statement does not
directly contradict Mr Hollande, but
emphasises that it did not have a role
in Dassault’s decisions. “The French
government is in no manner involved in
the choice of Indian industrial partners
who have been, are being, or will be se-

lected by French companies,” it said.

Depleting strength

The Congress party has also accused
Mr Modi of compromising national
security and destroying state-run defence manufacturing firms. It’s a reality
that India is facing a severe shortage of
fighter jets. It would need 42 squadrons
in the scenario of a two-front war with
China and Pakistan. But its squadron
strength has depleted to 31 - largely owing to ageing Russian aircraft. But this
realisation is not new. The BJP government in 2000 decided to buy new fighter
jets. Its successor Congress continued
the process and issued tenders in 2008
to buy 126 jets. Dassault was finalised
as a supplier in 2012, and the state-run
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL)
was selected as partner to produce 108
jets in India.
But the two partners couldn’t agree
on terms and conditions, and the deal
stalled. When Mr Modi swept to power
in 2014, he made the procurement of
the jets one of his priorities. But instead
of taking the deal forward, he surprised
many by ordering 36 jets as part of a
new deal in which HAL was not included. The Indian government says it
decided to buy the 36 jets in “fly-away”
condition to quickly address the problem of the air force’s depleting strength.
O p i n i on E x p r e s s

But it’s not clear where India will procure the remaining aircraft it needs in
the long term. In April, the air force
announced it would be seeking bids for
around 110 more fighter jets.
Election bugle
The Congress party has also accused
Mr Modi of paying more than what its
government had negotiated in 2012 on
a per aircraft basis. But there are no
details available about how much the
government has agreed to pay Dassault.
Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
earlier said that she would disclose cost
details to prove Congress wrong. But
she later said the government would
not do so because the information was
classified.
The absence of such details has given
more political ammunition to the Congress party ahead of next year’s general
elections. While senior ministers have
come out to defend the BJP leader, Mr
Modi’s silence on the matter has helped
the opposition’s case. The BJP said the
government needed to fight a “perception battle” with opposition parties. But
until Mr Modi speaks, it’s going to be
a tough task because people want answers from the man they elected to lead
India.
(A report from the international press on Rafale story:
Courtesy BBC World)
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Obsolete tax laws must go
for speedy development

P

Vishnu Sharma

rior to introduction of Section 292BB by Finance Act, 2008
w.e.f. 01-04-2008 in the IT Act, non-service, or no service in
time, or improper service were taken as ground for attacking assessment orders. The Courts also took cognizance of
non-service of notice such as one u/s 148 for reassessment, and often
quashed reassessment orders. Further, there used to be defect in service of the other notices such as u/s 143(2) or 142(1). In order to save
assessment/reassessments framed in pursuant to such defectively
served notices, Section 292BB was introduced, wherein Revenue
was protected from proving service of notices. However, a safeguard
has been provided there under, if assessee objects to the proper/ no
service of notice then Revenue has to prove such service. This provision was restricted to cure defects in service of the notice or notices
and not defects in issuance of notices. Therefore, where notice u/s
143(2) was not issued at all then proceedings consequent thereto
were quashed. A similar case arose in PCIT v. Oberoi Hotels (P.) Ltd.
[2018] 96 taxmann.com 104 (Calcutta). The facts of the case, the arguments of the parties, decision of the Court and comments thereon
are briefly discussed below.

Facts of the case:

In this case, reassessment u/s 147/143(3) was completed without issuing notice u/s 143(2). The CIT(A) seems to have confirmed
the order of AO. In appeal before the Tribunal the assesses raised the
ground that no notice u/s 143(2) was issued which is mandatory. The
Appellate Tribunal quashed the entire reassessment proceedings on
the assessee’s assertion that no notice under Section 143(2) of the Act
was issued by the Assessing Officer before undertaking the reassessment. For coming to this conclusion that Tribunal relied on the decision of Hon’ble Apex Court in Asstt. CIT v. Hotel Blue Moon [2010]
188 Taxman 113/321 ITR 362 (SC).
Question of law before Hon’ble High Court:
Following questions of law were raised before Hon’ble High Court1. Whether the failure to issue a notice under Section 143(2)
of the Act in course of reassessment proceedings would
vitiate the reassessment proceedings altogether? What is
the effect in view of Section 292BB of the Act when a notice
under Section 143(2) of the Act is not issued at all?

Arguments by the Department:

The Department submitted before Hon’ble High Court that in
view of Section 292BB of the Act, non-service of the notice u/s 143(2)
could not be fatal to the proceedings because (i) the assessee had
participated in course of the reassessment, (ii) the objections of the
assessee as to the reassessment were considered by the Assessing Officer and it was not pointed out by the assessee prior to the reassessment being completed that no notice under Section 143(2) of the Act
had been issued to him in respect of the reassessment (iii) if a notice
under Section 143(2) is deemed to be mandatory, so that in the absence thereof, the subsequent order of assessment (or reassessment)
has to be annulled, the matter must be restored to the stage where
a notice under Section 143(2) of the Act was to be issued for completing the assessment or reassessment. The Department relied on a
Madras High Court judgment inAreva T & D India Ltd. v. Asstt. CIT
[2007] 165 Taxman 123/294 ITR 233 where the view taken was that
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“the non-issuance of a notice under section 143(2) of the Act, will not
make the reassessment nullity in law, which is validly initiated under
section 148 of the Act”.
Further, Revenue pointed out that Hon’ble Calcutta High Court,
in an order dated April, 8, 2014 rendered in ITAT 149 of 2013 (CIT
v. Humboldt Wedag India (P.) Ltd.) had expressed an opinion that
when an order of assessment was passed in course of reassessment
under Section 143(3) of Act, “The omission could have been a reason for setting aside the order of assessment, but that could not have
been a reason, in the facts and circumstances of that case, for nullifying the exercise under section 147 of the Income Tax Act.

Arguments of the assessee:

The assessee relied on the judgement of Hon’ble Apex Court in
Asstt. CIT v. Hotel Blue Moon (supra), where Hon’ble Apex Court
held that if an assessment is to be completed under section 143(3)
read with section 158 BC, notice under section 143(2) should be issued within one year from the date of filing of block return. Omission
on the part of the assessing authority to issue notice under section
143(2) cannot be a procedural irregularity and the same is not curable and, therefore, the requirement of notice under section 143(2)
cannot be dispensed with …”
Reasoning and Decision by Hon’ble High Court:
(i) The ratio of Hon’ble Supreme Court in Hotel Blue Moon (supra) is
not limited to block assessment but would apply to every case where
a notice under Section 143(2) of the Act is necessary.
(ii) The judgement by this Court in Humboldt Wedag India Pvt. Ltd.
(supra) was rendered without noticing the Supreme Court judgment
in Hotel Blue Moon(supra). The relevant Bench also did not take into
consideration a previous order of this Court of April 4, 2013 when the
reassessment proceedings were quashed merely on the ground that
no notice under Section 143(2) of the Act was issued to the assessee
before making the reassessment.
(iii) Judgement of Hon’ble Madras High Court in Areva T & D India
Ltd. v. Asstt. CIT (supra) was considered by Madras High Court in
Sapthagiri Finance & Investments v. ITO [2012] 25 taxmann.com
341/210 Taxman 78 (Mad.) (Mag) wherein it was held that the view
taken in Areva T & D India Ltd was no longer good law in view of the
Supreme Court judgment in Hotel Blue Moon (supra).
(iv) It was finally held that taking into consideration the law laid
down by the Supreme Court in Hotel Blue Moon (supra), it is inescapable that the issuance of a notice under Section 143(2) of the Act
is mandatory, if the Assessing Officer seeks not to accept any part of
the return as furnished by the assessee, or make an assessment order
contrary thereto and, even in course of reassessment proceedings,
such notice cannot be dispensed with.
2. Further, it was held that Section 292BB of the Act does
not dispense with the issuance of any notice that is mandated to be issued under the Act, but merely cures the defect of service of such notice if an objection in such regard
is not taken before the completion of the assessment or
reassessment.
Comments:
“292BB Notice deemed to be valid in certain circumstances Where an assessee has appeared in any proceeding or cooperated in any inquiry relating to an assessment or reassessment, it shall
be deemed that any notice under any provision of this Act, which is
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required to be served upon him, has been duly served upon him in
time in accordance with the provisions of this Act and such assessee
shall be precluded from taking any objection in any proceeding or
inquiry under this Act that the notice was(a) not served upon him; or
(b) not served upon him in time; or
(c) served upon him in an improper manner:
Provided that nothing contained in this section shall apply where
the assessee had raised such objection before the completion of such
assessment or reassessment.”
(i) Section 292BB is incorporated in the statute to take care of contingencies where an assessee is put on notice of the initiation of proceedings, but who takes advantage of defective notices or defective
service of notice on him. It is trite to point out that the purpose of
issue of notice is to make the noticee aware of the nature of the proceedings. Once the nature of the proceedings is made known and understood by the assessee, he should not be allowed to take advantage
of certain procedural defects. [refer- CIT v. M. Hemanathan[2016]
68 taxmann.com 22 (Madras)]
(ii) Section 292BB incorporates principle of estoppel: Section 292BB
can be pressed into action to safeguard the Revenue from getting the
assessment quashed due to non-service upon the assessee, or nonservice in time or not properly served, if the assessee (i) appeared in
any proceeding, or (ii) cooperated in any inquiry relating to an assessment or reassessment. However, the proviso states that the principle of estoppel incorporated in the main section would not apply,
if the assesses raises objection, before completion of assessment/
reassessment about non-service upon the assessee or non-service in
time or not properly served, then Section 292BB cannot be invoked
to safeguard assessment/reassessment. The Revenue has to prove
the service of the notice upon the assessee, and in time and service
in accordance with law.
(iii) Section 292BB provides a deeming fiction:Section 292BB is a
deeming fiction to the effect that once the assessee has appeared in
any proceedings or cooperated in any enquiry relating to an assessment or reassessment, it shall be deemed that any notice under the
provisions of the Act, which is required to be served on the assessee, has been duly served upon him in time in accordance with the
provisions of the Act. [refer- CIT v. Salarpur Cold Storage (P.) Ltd.
[2014] 50 taxmann.com 105/[2015] 228 Taxman 48 (Mag.)(All.)].
It has been held that this defect in regard to the assumption of jurisdiction for making assessment/ reassessment by not issuing notice
u/s 143(2) cannot be cured by taking recourse to the deeming fiction
under section 292BB.
(iv) Section 292BB is a rule of evidence: In CIT v. Parikalpana Estate
Development (P.) Ltd [2013] 40 taxmann.com 248/[2014] 220 Taxman 39 (All.), it has been held that section 292BB talks of the drawing of a presumption of service of notice on an assessee and is basically is a rule of evidence and it has nothing to do with the mandatory
requirement of giving a notice and especially a notice under section
143(2) which is a notice giving jurisdiction to the Assessing Officer to
frame an assessment.
2.1 Meaning of “Cooperated in any inquiry”:Section
292BB is of no assistance to the revenue unless it is shown
that the assessee appeared in any proceedings or co-operated in any inquiry relating to assessment or reassessment.The meaning and scope of the expression “cooperated inquiry” used in section 292BB has been explained
by the Tribunal in Prakash Ramji Gavali v. ITO [2012] 21
taxmann.com 534 (Mum.) as under“Co-operation in any inquiry by the assessee can take place only
when any information demanded by the Assessing Officer is supplied
or any other material is adduced in support of his case. The words ‘cooperated in any inquiry’ are succeeded by the phrase ‘relating to an

assessment or reassessment’. Simple receipt of notice under section
142 cannot be termed as co-operation in any inquiry relating to an
assessment. Co-operation will come forth only when certain inquiry
is made by the Assessing Officer and that is properly or improperly
replied by the assessee. Further, such inquiry must relate to an assessment or reassessment. If an inquiry is made but no reply is given,
it cannot be said that the assessee ‘co-operated in any inquiry relating to an assessment’.”It also means that where cooperation is not
related to assessment or reassessment then such cooperation is irrelevant for invoking section 292BB. Also, service of notice under section 142(1) on the assessee should not be construed as ‘co-operation’
by the assessee in any inquiry relating to an assessment. Therefore,
where an assessee did neither furnish nor cause to be furnished any
reply to the Assessing Officer’s questionnaire inquiring about various
aspects concerning the assessment, the deeming fiction contained in
section 292BB about the proper service of any notice under the provisions of this Act, cannot be held to have been activated.
A simple receipt of notice under section 142 cannot be termed as
co-operation in any inquiry relating to an assessment. [refer- Prakash
Ramji Gavali v. ITO [2012] 21 taxmann.com 534 (Mum.)]
2.2 Participation in assessment /reassessment
proceedings:
Where assessee objects that no notice has been served upon him,
then mere participation in assessment/reassessment proceedings is
not a waiver of requirement of issuance /service of notice u/s 143(2).
It has been held that the mere fact that an assessee or some other
person on his behalf not duly authorised has participated in the reassessment proceedings after coming to know of it will not constitute
a waiver of the requirement of effecting proper service of notice on
the assessee under section 148. [refer- CIT v. Chetan Gupta [2015]
62 taxmann.com 249 (Delhi);PCIT v. Silver Line[2016] 65 taxmann.
com 137 (Delhi)]
2.3 Issue and service of the Notice:
For invoking Section 292BB, it is necessary that notice u/s 143(2)
must be issued to the assessee. The provision cannot be invoked to
cure the defect in the issuance of the notice. It can be invoked for
curing the defect in the service of the notice if it is found that(i) the
notice is not served on the assessee, or (ii) not served upon him in
time; or(iii) served upon him in an improper manner. Where there
is no evidence of issuance of notice u/s 143(2), Section 292BB cannot come to the rescue of the Revenue. Omission on the part of the
assessing authority to issue notice under section 143(2) cannot be a
mere procedural irregularity and the same is not curable. But where
assessee objects before the completion of such assessment or reassessment that no notice u/s 143(2) was served on him, then also Section 292BB cannot be pressed into action to rescue the Revenue.
It has been held in Pr. CIT v. Shri Jay Shiv Shankar Traders (P.)
Ltd. [2015] taxmann.com 220/[2016] 383 ITR 448 (Delhi)that the
provision of section 292BB would apply in so far as failure of “service” of notice is concerned and not with regard to failure to “issue”
notice. Hon’ble Gujarat High Court inCIT v. Panorama Builders (P.)
Ltd. [2014] 45 taxmann.com 159 (Gujarat) and ITAT Mumbai in
Suresh Exports (P.) Ltd. v. DCIT [2017] 88 taxmann.com 374 (Mumbai - Trib.)also held that section 292BB is only confined to service of
notice and does not apply to issuance of notice, neither it cures defect
or enlarges statutory period where a mandatory notice under section
143(2) is required to be issued within limitation fixed under Act.
2.4 Improper service of the notice:
Where assessee has objected to the service of the notice within
the meaning of Proviso to Section 292BB then following services of
notice have been held invalid and were not saved by Section 292BB.
(i) Where notice was sent on wrong address and person alleged to be
an employee of assessee was not authorized to receive notice. [referCIT v. Dr. Ajay Prakash [2014] 42 taxmann.com 387 (Allahabad)]
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(ii) Service of notice u/s 148 to the Chartered Accountant of the assessee-company was not service at all. [refer- Ardent Steel Ltd. v. ACIT
[2018] 94 taxmann.com 95 (Chhattisgarh)]
(iii) Mere giving of dispatch number for issue would not cure the defect of service. [refer- CIT v. Cebon India Ltd. [2009] 184 Taxman
290 (Punjab & Haryana)]
(iv) Even in a case where other notices sent to the ‘assessee group’
were received by the employee Mr. ‘V’ of ‘K’ Cinema, there could
not be an inference that ‘V’ was duly empowered by the assessee to
receive notices on his behalf. [refer- CIT v. Chetan Gupta[2015] 62
taxmann.com 249 (Delhi)]
(v) Where notice is issued in name of deceased-assessee but
was served upon legal heir, who, then, participated in proceedings, even then such proceedings was a nullity being initiated
against a dead person. [refer- CIT v. M. Hemanathan[2016]
68 taxmann.com 22 (Madras)]
(vi) Where notice was issued against a company which was already
merged and was not in existence, it was held that the provisions of
section 292BB would not come to the rescue of the revenue when
there is a basic fault on the assumption of jurisdiction itself on a nonexistent entity by the Commissioner by issuing show cause notice u/s
263 and passing the order on the non-existent entity. When there is
a jurisdictional defect, it does not become curable. [refer- Emerald
Company Ltd. v. ITO [2017] 83 taxmann.com 29 (Kolkata - Trib.)]
2.5 The scope of objection:
It has been provided in Section 292BB that objection about service of the notice should be raised during assessment/reassessment
proceedings. Once, such objection is raised then participation of the
assessee in the assessment/ reassessment proceedings or cooperation in any inquiry relating to assessment are irrelevant. Once, objection is raised by the assessee, the revenue has to prove that notice
has been served in accordance with law. [refer- CIT v. Chetan Gupta
[2015] 62 taxmann.com 249/382 ITR 613 (Delhi); Ardent Steel Ltd.
v. ACIT [2018] 94 taxmann.com 95 (Chhattisgarh)]
2.6	Objection during draft assessment order:
Draft assessment order u/s 144C is not a completed assessment
order. Under section 144C(3), the Assessing Officer shall complete
assessment proceedings on the basis of the draft order only if the assessee files his acceptance to the variations or if no objections are received within 30 days. Thus, if objection is raised during draft assessment order stage it will be a valid objection. [refer- Alpine Electronics
Asia Pte. Ltd. v. DGIT [2012] 18 taxmann.com 246 (Delhi)]
2.7 Whether Section 292BB can be invoked in revisional proceedings:
Section 292BB can be made applicable only for the assessment
or reassessment proceedings and the same cannot be made applicable for revisional proceedings as contemplated under section 263.
[refer- Emerald Company Ltd. v. ITO [2017] 83 taxmann.com 29
(Kolkata - Trib.)]
2.8 Whether objection can be raised during appeal:
It has been held that objection about non-service of the notice or
non-service in time or improper service as contemplated u/s 292BB,
can be raised by the assessee only during the course of assessment
proceedings and not during appellate proceedings before CIT(A) or
Tribunal. [refer- Aravali Engineers (P.) Ltd. v. CIT [2011] 11 taxmann.
com 291 (Punjab &Haryana);CIT v. Premium Capital Market & Investment Ltd. [2005] 275 ITR 260 /[2006] 151 Taxman 194 (MP);
Venkatesan Raghuram Prasad v. ITO [2018] 94 taxmann.com 249
(Madras)]. Thus, whereno objection regarding valid service of notice
under section 148 was raised before the Assessing Office, the argument of the assessee that there was no valid service of notice under
section 148 failed. [refer- CIT v. Panchvati Motors (P.) Ltd. [2011] 12
taxmann.com 111 (Punjab & Haryana)]
2.9 Non-issue of notice u/s 143(2):
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It has been held, following the decision of Hon’ble Apex Court in
Hotel Blue Moon’s case (supra) in the under mentioned cases that
where notice u/s 143(2) is not issued assessment/reassessment proceedings will be invalid and hence quashedand revenue cannot take
advantage of provisions of section 292BB.
(i) ACIT v. Ashed Properties & Investments (P.) Ltd. [2015] 62 taxmann.com 340 (Bangalore - Trib.)
(ii) ACIT v. Greater Noida Industrial Development Authority [2017]
88 taxmann.com 421 (Allahabad)
(iii) ACIT v. Laxman Das Khandelwal [2017] 87 taxmann.com 346
(Agra - Trib.)
(iv) Travancore Diagnostic (P.) Ltd. v. Dy. CIT [2017] 390 ITR
167/244 Taxman 316/[2016] 74 taxmann.com 239 (Kerala)
(v) Alok Mittal v. DCIT [2017] 86 taxmann.com 275 (Kolkata - Trib.)
(vi) CIT v. Salarpur Cold Storage (P.) Ltd. [2014] 50 taxmann.com
105/[2015] 228 Taxman 48 (Mag.)
(vii) Anil Kumar v. ITO [2017] 88 taxmann.com 834 (Amritsar - Trib.)
(viii) CIT v. Cebon India Ltd. [2009] 184 Taxman 290 (Punjab &
Haryana)
(ix) DCIT v. Shrikant Rathi[2012] 17 taxmann.com 248 (Indore)
(x) ITO v. Aligarh Auto Centre[2013] 34 taxmann.com 211 (Agra - Trib.)
(xi) PCIT v. Shri Jai Shiv Shankar Traders (P.) Ltd. [2015] 64 taxmann.com 220 (Delhi)
(xii) Travancore Diagnostics (P.) Ltd. v. ACIT [2016] 74 taxmann.
com 239 (Kerala)
2.10 Section 292BB is prospective in operation:
The Central Board of Direct Taxes issued circular No. 1 of 2009,
dated 27-3-2009 (2009) 310 ITR (St.) 42 giving explanatory notes
on the provisions relating to direct taxes contained in Finance Act,
2008. Clause 42.7 (at page 86 of the report) is relevant which relates
to applicability of this provision and reads thus:
“42.7 Applicability. —This amendment has been made applicable with effect from 1st April, 2008. This means that the provision of
new-section 292BB shall apply in all proceedings which are pending
on 1st April, 2008.”
However, it has been held that Section 292BB creates new disability it would be prospective in operation andis applicable for and
from assessment year 2008-09. [refer- CIT v. Chetan Gupta[2015]
62 taxmann.com 249 (Delhi);CIT v. Mani Kakar[2009] 178 Taxman
315 (Delhi); CIT v. Mohammad Khaleeq Commercial Taxes[2014]
44 taxmann.com 484 (Allahabad); DCIT v. DharampalSatyapal Ltd.
[2017] 82 taxmann.com 322 (Delhi - Trib.); Ghanshyamdas Gems
& Jewels v. DCIT [2015] 58 taxmann.com 108 (Hyderabad - Trib.);
Heaven Distillery (P.) Ltd. v. ITO [2017] 88 taxmann.com 825
(Mumbai - Trib.); ITO v. Aligarh Auto Centre[2013] 34 taxmann.
com 211 (Agra - Trib.); Kuber Tobacco Product (P.) Ltd. v. Dy. CIT
[2009] 117 ITD 273/28 SOT 292 (Delhi)
3. Conclusion:
Thus, Section 292BB is held prospective and applicable for and
from assessment year 2008-09 and not to earlier assessment year as
it creates a new disability upon the assessee. It is furtherheld that the
issuance of notice u/s 143(2) is mandatory and non-issuance thereof
is considered as jurisdictional defect and assessment/ reassessment
made without issuance of notice u/s 143(2) are liable to be quashed.
Further, Section 292BB can cure the defect only in respect of service of the notices and not in respect of issuance of notices. Section
292BB will come to the rescue of the Revenue only where assessee
has participated in the assessment /reassessment proceedings or
cooperated in any inquiry relating thereto. However, where assessee
objects to the service of the notice, during assessment/ reassessment
proceedings, then mere participation of the assessee or cooperation
by him will not save the assessment/ reassessment unless Revenue
proves that notice has been served in accordance with law.
(Advocate-on-Record, Supreme Court of India)
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A manager and a yoga guru

M

y Namaste from the UK to all
our readers from across the
globe. Today I wish to introduce a personality who defies all odds
and all obstacles in pursuit of his dharma
and his karma. He has shown himself
to be steadfast in the moral and ethical
grounding he has had from our scriptures and the grace afforded to him from
many esteemed and learned enlightened beings in the sphere of dharma.
Pt. Satish K Sharma is a British Citizen
of Indian origin, born in the Punjab and
raised and educated in the UK. His family came to Britain in the 60s as a part of
Britain’s drive to rebuild itself following
the post war recession. He was Grammar
School educated in the East Midlands of
the 70’s and was the first of his family to
graduate from University, graduating in
Economics and Finance from Loughborough University.
His early career was in Accounting
and Finance as one of the new breeds
of computer systems auditors. His first
mentor in the professional field advised
him to leave the profession and seek an
alternative that would be more fulfilling
and worthy of his immense talent. He
left to work in the newly established
mini and micro computer industries.
After having held senior positions and
directorships he established a boutique
IT Consultancy working on finding creative solutions to commercial challenges. His work has taken him all over the
world and he still provides consulting
services to a small portfolio of corporate
clients. His greatest satisfaction is from
using his global network to provide hyper cost-effective solutions for charitable
projects.
I met up with Pt. Satish K Sharma and asked him a few questions:
Q. What is your current position?
I’m tempted to say ‘padmasana’ since
I seem to be spending more and more
time teaching and speaking on Classical Yoga and Hindu Spiritual traditions,
but I think you are looking for “Senior
Management Consultant” in the professional sense. In addition to this, most of
my time is taken up as General Secretary
of the National Council of Hindu Temples (NCHT) UK where we are working
to improve the contribution which our
Hindu Temple community is able to
make in the UK as well as helping it to
develop and evolve. In my spare time I

ish Hindu community. It was an education and we moved closer as a community and found enlightened supporters
amongst the wider community as well.
The toughest challenge has been to get
our community to look up and accept
the we now have a Dharmic obligation
to share the wisdom of our Dharma with
the wider community. Indians contribute significantly to the UK in all spheres
of life and in all sectors of commerce.
We as a community have integrated very
well and as such we work for the benefit
of the whole nation. In my view the time
has now come to become more proactive
in the political arena.

Pt. Satish K Sharma

am helping several other non-profits,
here and internationally, to become established and to expand as well as supporting charitable start-ups, such as the
new “Peace in Ireland” initiative which I
am proud to be a part of.

Konversations
with Kapil
Q. You have had an extraordinary
journey from your birth country to
your home now in the UK. Can you
tell us a bit about your toughest
challenges, your proudest achievements in your profession as well as
being one of the leading community leaders from the Indian Hindu
community in the UK?
Being a brown Hindu in the Britain
of the 60’s and 70’s was one of the toughest upbringings one could have, but one
for which I am most grateful. I attended
a grammar school in the rural midlands
and as one of only four non-white children in an aggressively white Catholic
boys school, I learned that words don’t
hurt unless you choose to allow them to.
I learned that bullies are weak inside and
I learned that often friends can be found
in the most unexpected places.
My proudest achievement is having
been a part of the team which brought
British Hindus together to successfully challenge the Evangelist inspired
anti Hindu “Caste legislation” initiative
which sought to disrupt and “divide and
rule” our tranquil and successful BritO p i n i on E x p r e s s

Q. Who/What inspires you?
Dr Subramanian Swamy for his courage and adherence to Dharma, come
what may, and also Shri Rajiv Malhotraji’s insistence on clarity of thought and
expression in service of Dharma is awesome. It’s impossible to deny PM Modiji
for his humility and ability to execute
dramatic and hugely positive change
in such a short time period. The life of
Nelson Mandela as an ardent student of
the Bhagavad Gita and his journey from
being called a ‘terrorist’ to becoming an
international ‘statesman’ should be compulsory study for every student. And of
course, there’s Guru Dutt for his heartrending incomparable poetry.
Q. What has been the biggest obstacle in your professional and/or
community life?
The English and Irish people I have
become close to are some of the best
people I know but being a British Hindu
is still the greatest challenge, especially if
you have any knowledge of Colonial History. It’s becoming universally accepted
that the Aryan Invasion Theory was a
Colonialist construct, that the infamous
Caste system which was well established
and prevalent in Europe, was also a British imposition upon India and increasingly the extent of British atrocities in
India is becoming widely known. Many
are now demanding that Colonial History should be taught in British schools to
ensure that our new generations grown
up knowing of the rights and wrongs of
the past, and to know that such behaviour in the future should be unacceptable to any civilised nation.
Despite Hindus and Indians having made the pivotal contribution to the
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British War efforts, British Institutions
concealed this from the world, and from
their own population, for almost a century until British Hindus began to demand
acknowledgement. There is still also no
mention as yet of how the British Government reneged on its war debt to India
which was in the billions of dollars, so
yes being a British Hindu is a daily challenge, especially when it comes to engaging with British institutions. The British
institutional identity is still subliminally
rooted in the perspectives which led to
the colonial devastation of the 18th and
19th century whereas the Hindu identity
has for thousands of years been rooted
in the obligation to serve all of life, so being a British Hindu is a balancing of two
polar opposites and an unceasing spiritual saadhana.
Professionally it’s now much better
with today’s British Hindus being recognised for their contribution in most
spheres, but this was not the case until
recently. I recall applying for jobs in the
80’s and 90’s as a well-qualified finance
graduate and getting zero interviews. To
my amusement and shock, an English
friend suggested replacing the name
Satish with Simon, and guess what,
within a month I had several interviews
and also secured my first employed position. The battles for recognition and
acceptance which my parents had to win
however were on a different scale. We
are so much in their debt and I salute
them at every opportunity.
Q. Who has been the biggest influence in your career to date?

My Father rose to heights in a postindependence Rashtrapati Bhavan,
working at a personal level with the early
presidents of India but when he decided
to build a life in Britain, the only role
he was permitted to have was as a Bus
Conductor. In the Britain of the 60’s it
was an accepted truism that the Indian
brain was incapable of controlling a bus
at speeds in excess of 30 mph and it took
several decades of effort to disprove this.
In this environment he rose through the
ranks to be a Bus inspector whilst building a portfolio of rental properties and
educating his children to aspire to and
attain Oxford and Cambridge education. His and my mother’s world view,
which I realised was deeply Dharmic, of
a shared divinity, which in some people
is occluded by avidya, is what sustained
them and which they instilled within us,
was their greatest gift to me and it has
been the moral compass which still inspires me in my daily life professionally
and personally.
From a philosophical perspective,
the words of Ashtavakra and Vasishta
rub shoulders amicably with those of
Burke and Paine, of Voltaire and of Thoreau and I refer to them on a daily basis.
They are a fountain of nourishment and
a source of never-ending delight and unquenchable humour.
Q. What would you like to achieve
before GE2020?
I do not believe that Britain can
survive in a post Brexit world without
facing its colonial demons with courage and with honesty. Germany grace-

fully “owned” its holocaust, accepted
responsibility for the genocide in which
it played a part and having atoned and
made reparation, has been able to move
forward with confidence as a leading
member of the community of nations. In
contrast Great Britain has so far evaded
and avoided accepting its part in its colonial past, seeking to conceal, or even
bullishly deny its role in multiple holocausts in many corners of the globe. This
will be the “elephant in the room” at every summit and boardroom in a post Brexit world and it’s time for this shadow
to be faced. India, and especially Hindus, bore the brunt of British supremacist initiatives and colonialist escapades
and British Hindus are ideally placed to
assist Britain to understand and come to
terms with the impact of its past choices
and their influence which is being felt
even today.
I would like to see British Hindus
fully engaged in the religious life of Europe and also the political life of Europe
from a purely Dharmic perspective and
as partners working to achieve global
prosperity and tranquillity, not as the
occasionally inconvenient but peripherally spicy item of exotica in the European
political and religious landscape.
The last few decades have seen Britain make strides in its assimilation of
Human rights principles, more so than
in many EU countries which are seeing a
very real resurgence of racist far right political power. Once it has come to terms
with its colonial karma, Britain and the
British people will be able to cut loose
from this imperialist ball and chain, and

Pandit KK Sharma with Prime Minister
of United Kingdom Theresa May
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then we would see a true world power
appear and take a leading role in a more
balanced west east dynamic.
Q. If you were Prime Minister of
the UK, what one policy would you
like to implement?
I would exclude all “religious” teaching from statutory education or until
the age of 18. It is irrational, promotes
unreasonable “truth claims”, creates
cognitive dissonance in the young and
prevents the otherwise tranquil and cohesive communities from naturally and
organically integrating as citizens of the
country and the world.
Q. If you were Prime Minister of
India, what one policy would you
like to implement?
I would immediately implement the
UN DRIP Declaration thereby prohibiting religious conversion which is destructive of spiritual diversity and community cohesion and insist on authentic
secular equality founded upon a uniform
civil code. This would automatically see
the problems in Kashmir become solvable, would see the inequitable and antimerit Reservations Policy terminated,
and would finally end the act of foreign
state sponsored subversion otherwise
known as conversion. As Gandhi ji said,
“Conversion is the greatest impediment
to global peace” and is an act of communal violence perpetrated upon the most
vulnerable and innocent people.

Q. Your faith is very important
to you; can you tell us how it has
helped you in your life?
I am not infected by “faith”, the concept is alien and irrational from a Dharmic perspective which is why ‘faith’ has
never led to tranquillity and harmony for
the last 1500 years. Dharma on the other
hand is everything and the evidence of
Dharma being key to human prosperity,
harmony and ebullient living is visible
in every Hindu community throughout
the diaspora. It’s because of the Dharmic
vision that we prosper, that we live in
harmony, that we carry spirituality and
ebullience wherever we settle.
Q. If you were marooned on a desert island, whichever historical figure would you like to spend your
time with, and why?
That’s an easy one but being Punjabi, if one historical figure is offered
I’m obliged to press for two. If they were
contemporary figures, I’ve already mentioned Dr Swamy and Shri Rajiv Malhotra for their courage integrity and creativity. But if it was a requirement that
my selection be historical then I think
I’d most love to have Mohandas Gandhi
and NathuRam Godse on an island with
me. Another interesting and colourful
person could be Boris Johnson and the
prospect of understanding him appeals
as much as the challenge of teaching him
meditation on a desert island does. The
time would just fly by! Given the choice
of only one, then it would have to be the
O p i n i on E x p r e s s

Sri Krishna incarnation of this age, Shri
Shyam Charan Lahiri of Varanasi who is
a daily inspiration.
I am sure all our readers would conclude rightly, that in Pt Satish Sharmaji
we have a British Indian, of Hindu ancestry, who traverses the narrow line of
balancing his heritage with the opportunities offered in Britain. He has represented the community in Parliament,
at the Cenotaph in remembering the
sacrifices of Indian soldiers during the
WW2, stood with the Kashmiri Pandits
in their time of need, challenged the establishment to think outside of the box,
and yes, even challenged my very thinking of what it is to be a Hindu in the 21st
Century. For me at least I came away
feeling that maybe in Pt Sharma I have
seen an entity that is truly deserving of
the highest honours that can afforded by
both Britain as well as India. Notwithstanding that, I am pleased to note that
Swami Omkaranandaji, President of the
Dharma Rakshana Samiti, has already
bestowed the award of Dharma Rakshak
to Pt Satish Sharmaji. I am sure many
more will follow soon.
KK: I trust you found my ‘Konversation’ with Pt. Satish Sharmaji interesting. Watch this space as I bring many
more interesting personalities to you
over the coming months. Do remember, you can also follow me on twitter,
though you might need to have a robust
constitution since I don’t mix my words
and can be rather blunt on occasions.
Twitter: @kdudakia
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Spiritual opinion
Living happy and joyous life – Swami Vivekanand & Swami
Paramahansa Yogananda
Prashant Tewari

B

oth Swami Vivekanand and
Paramanhansa Yogananda were
great masters of humanity. No
ordinary man, surely is worthy of this
spiritual title. But now and then, there
appears on earth one of the noble lineages of God-realized souls to carry out
the plans of Divinity and establish righteousness on earth.

Why Saints?

Saints and sages occupy a central
place in the Indian spiritual tradition.
The saints and sages are an integral
part of what is called Hindu or Sanatan
Dharma. Their elevated souls exemplify
beliefs and their lives in totality. These
elevated souls exemplify the essence of
the spiritual treasure trove that is continued in the vast and varied spiritual
literature in Sanskrit and in the other
languages. From among the exalted and
emancipated souls, first Swami Vivekanand and then Paramhansa Yogananda
appeared on the Indian scene to bring
solace to the people in the Indian continent and the world at large. Both these
masters worked untiringly throughout the period they lived on earth and
helped to awaken people from their
long slumber of centuries. Their contribution to the cause of uplifting human
consciousness is no less than those of
great incarnation of God who took birth
on earth only under divine command.

an ever perfect and joyous expression
of itself. Each living cell has a nervous
system, no matter how rudimentary.
The more develop the nervous system,
the more it will express the qualities of
the pure consciousness – intelligence,
creativity and bliss. Life, its substance
and purpose, is an enigma, difficult yet
not unknowable.
Presently, the humanity is passing
through a very critical phase of transition from old values to new values getting developed through moving forward
in the field of information technology.
Being in its initial stages of development, the information technology is
however, having its adverse effects on
the young minds. The family way of life,
peace and understanding are getting affected. Technology is being misused by
anti social elements bearing far reaching effect on how we live today. ,

How to live?

It is not our fate that decides where
your life is going. It is all about how you
take life and where you take it to. All
of us are born in this world like beautiful clay models ready to learn all talking, walking, eating, drinking and so
many other lessons and habits. We go
back from the earth saying good bye to
life as hardened solid figure. During
the course of life, through experiences
gained by growth in the years, we start
seeing the world according to our own
perceptions. We create meaning, we
create friends and enemies. We create
our own truth – right or wrong.
The nature of life is to grow towards
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Way of Life?

Hinduism is not a religion commonly understood terms comprising set of
dogmas and belief but it is proven way
of life which has helped mankind from
millennium to know its true nature that
of the infinite which is its source. Hinduism is the most tolerant religion in
the world because its one transcendent
God includes all possible goals

Why Guru’s guidance?

Swami Vivekanand had handsome
face, magnetic presence and wonderful oratory. Never before did an oriental
make such an impression on the global
society. According to him, nothing else
is necessary except love, sincerity and
patience. Life is only growth i.e. expansion, love. All love is life; it is the only
law of life: all selfishness is death and
this is true here or hereafter. For more

than 100 years the work has continued
and Ramakrishna Mission is now a well
established institution helping everyone
to work for One’s own liberalization and
for welfare of the world. The mission has
rendered yeoman service in all fields for
upliftment of masses fulfilling the dream
of great Master-Mystic, Prophet, Disciple, Lover of humanity, Patriot, friend,
beloved Swami Vivekanand.
Swami Vivekanand teachings
mainly centered on the following
ideals:
Preach unto mankind their divinity and how to make it manifest in every
moment of life
Education is the manifestation
of perfection already exists in a man.
Education through which character is
formed, strength of mind is increased,
the intellect is expanded and by which
one can stand on own feet
Whatever you think you will be
We want strength and more
strength in life. With weakness comes
ignorance and with ignorance comes
misery
Purity, patience and perseverance
are the three essentials to success
Religion is realization not talk nor
doctrine nor theories

Religion is manifestation of divinity already in man.
They alone live who live for others.
The gist of all worship is – to be
pure and do good to others
It is love and love alone that I
preach. I base my teachings on the great
Vedantic truth of the sameness and omnipresence of the soul of the Universe.

of heart function. The lungs gets extra
oxygen, senses get subdued. Perfect
state of meditation being human’s true
nature, sooner or later; humanity has to
learn this lesson to remain on the path
to progress. The path of a human life
can be identified by 1 Man’s Eternal Quest
2 Divine Romance
3 Journey of Self Realisation

Swami Paramahansa Yogananda –

Why Meditation?

Paramahansa Yogananda used to
explain: Knowing God is not only a
privilege and a divine duty but a practical necessity. The guru is the awakened
God awakening the sleeping God in
the disciple. He gives us all we need to
rouse the divine image within: methods
that take us beyond the restless mind
to touch the infinite consciousness that
sustains us: timeless truths for spiritual
living amongst the ever shifting values
of this world. Swami said – Education
must provide life building, man making, and character making assimilation
of ideas.
Meditation is strictly prescribed by
Yogananda ji to delay cell decay, regulate blood circulation and improvement
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The joy felt in meditation reveals
the presence of Eternal joy spread over
all creations. The light seen in meditation is the astral light from which our
tangible creation is made. – Paramahansa Yogananda Spirituality for a common man may best be termed as science of the soul. It is reaching beyond
all sciences. The soul keeps as alive and
guides our live on earth and is a part/
reflection of the infinite consciousness
pulsating through whole creation, commonly understood as God. Knowledge
of this science can help us lead happy,
contented, joyful and purposeful lives
on earth. The greatest help to a spiritual
life is meditation ( Dhyana ) – Meditation is a instrument of spirituality.
Paramahansa Yogananda teachings mainly centered on the following ideals:
 Life here on earth appears futile and
chaotic until we are anchored in the Divine. Do not concentrate upon ephemeral
worldly goals and human attachments.
Make your inner self a temple of
God; Make it a temple of the mystic life of
the universe. Then you are king of everything and not attached to anything.
A man of realization sees God in all.
Yoga is the scientific process by
which everyone reunites with Spirits.
Yoga/Meditation is the highest form
of activity that man can perform, and it is
the most balanced way to find God.
Make religion real by scientific
methods. When you do you will see that
religion is no longer a myth but a scientific
certainty.
No matter what religion you follow,
ask yourself? Am I happy? What is my
highest duty? How can I find peace and
bliss>?
Plain living and high thinking should
be your goal. Your ever readiness to help
others without distinction of sex, creed or
caste will make your heart big enough tom
receive all humility. Break the boundaries
of selfishness and include in it all living beings and universes – everything.
(The writer is Editor-in-Chief of
Opinion Express)
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The “FLAWLESS” star
to debut in Bollywood
Talented actress Nithya Menen, the South goddess named the
“Perfectionist” in acting is on her way to land in Mumbai for
her bollywood debut
OE Entertainment Desk

N

ithya Menen who faced the
camera at the age of ten
in an Indian English film,
‘The Monkey Who Knew
Too Much’ played the younger sister to
actress Tabu. She has acted in several
films across industries and established
herself as a “single-take” actor who
could pull off any role stealing the attention and praise of audiences with her
vivacity. She is one consistent actress
who can play many things at her best
while she is tapping into her deep well
of passion and strength. She brings life
to characters on the brink of meltdown.
She became the first Telugu actress ever
to win Critics Award & the Best Actress
Award at Filmfare. Apart from being an
actress, she is also a fabulous singer who
crooned for above 19 songs in films.
Q. We think you’re on top of
your game right now. What do you
think it is that makes Nithya Menen so successful?
I din’t ever go after success. I didn’t
do my work with success in mind. I’m
fortunate to have success come my way
and I always give that credit to Grace or
something that is beyond us. I have had
more appreciation than criticism. But
sometimes when I don’t do what is expected or if there is a certain rule that I
don’t follow, and then I get criticised. I
think my choice of films and my style of
working has always been what truly felt
right to me and what was in alignment
with my soul. I have never taken a commonly followed path.
Q. What is that one thing you’d
like to change about in the film industry?
A majority of the films in south film
industry where I have worked so far are
mostly people centric rather than being
script centric. There is an imbalance
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when a project is built around an actor
or a director or any one person. If this
changes, then there would be appropriate casting for that particular script, a
bigger opportunity for more talented
people to be in films and also the industry could grow and expand to a greater
space. All the decisions taken for the
film should be made with the script in
the centre of everything.
Q. Any historical character that
you would like to play?
I would love to play a warrior queen
or princess. I think it would suit me.
Q. What is the biggest risk that
you took in your career and you
feel that it has paid off?
I have taken risks throughout my
entire career. And I think it has all paid
off! I was not aware that these were
risks. I did what made sense to me. To
my surprise there were many people
who would think that the kind of films
I did and people who I chose to work
with were very unusual. I did films as I
felt right at that point of time. The success and credibility I have today is only
a result of every single one of those decisions I have made.
Q. You are one of the most
beautiful women around! How do
you deal with all the attention?
(Laughs) I don’t see myself the way
another person does, I guess. I am not
very fond of attention. I prefer to keep
myself away. But it comes along with
the profession. Films for me are only
about an artistic expression and never
about gaining fame or attention, so I
have to learn to deal with it (smiles).
I am a private person and I have my
own little lovely world here at home.
I love doing normal things like going
for a walk on the street and observing
people without drawing all that attention to myself.
O p i n i on E x p r e s s

Q. Tell me about a project that
you consider to be the most significant in your career and that you
are proud of?
I always felt that most of the films I
worked in so far were not able to draw
from me what I’m truly capable of. They
have utilised only a small percentage of
what I can do. ’OK Kanmani’ was a significant project as I had a larger canvas
and good space where I could express
more. It portrayed me in the best light
and it was clear people liked to see me
in a romantic film. ‘OK Kanmani’ went
pretty wide and people watched it also
because it was director Mani Ratnam’s
film and was beautifully made. I got
compliments from many Bollywood
actors including Vidhya Balan that she
loved me in the film which I am happy
about.
Q. ‘Praana’ being directed by
VK Prakash, shot by the legendary
PC Sreeram and the sound being
designed by Oscar winner Resul
Pookutty. How was your experience about working with such big
names of the industry?
I have known VK Prakash (VKP) for
a long time and we had done a couple
of films together a while back. We were
looking for a good script to collaborate
on. So when he approached me with the
script of ‘Praana’, I felt this would be the
right one. I have worked with PC sir on
more than a couple of films. VKP and
I were discussing the cinematography
of the film which we agreed should be
done in an extraordinary way for a subject like‘Praana’.VKP also felt somebody
like PC would be perfect but we were
not sure if he would be able to do the
film. Later I called PC sir and told him
about this script. The fact that it was a
one actor film excited him very much.
He immediately agreed and made time
for the shoot. That is my equation with
PC sir.
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Working with Resul was fantastic. I
love his sensibilities and the efficiency
with which Resul and his team works.
They were really good in their department and I thrive in an environment
like that where there are efficient and
passionate people around me. He was so
precise with every little detail; I enjoyed
being in a professional environment like
that. I feel at home and relaxed when I
work with people of that caliber.
Q. You are known to be a single
take actor. How challenging was
it to do the same scene which was
shot 4 times for 4 different languages? What type of preparation
did you do for playing the character in the movie ‘Praana’?
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This is a really good question because
it was absolutely a challenge in this case
because I am a spontaneous actor and
I like to do a shot only once. It’s painful for me to repeat it over and over.
When the VK Prakash approached me
for this film I was bracing myself when
he told me that he wanted to do ‘Praana’
in four different languages and he also
wanted to try surround sync sound for
the first time. I was left with no option
but to shoot for all the four languages
because this film was something special
and it was needed. I had to learn and
deliver the dialogues four times in four
different languages one after the other.
I am usually fast with my takes and that
really worked for this film. We finished
the entire shoot in 23 days. Actually I
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was prepared for it to be tougher but it
went on smooth than we all expected.
The team would plan a scene to be shot
till noon but I would finish it in two
hours. One of the best compliments I
received was from PC sir. He said it is
only because of “Nithya” that it is going
this fast.
I don’t prepare or plan anything to
play any role. I prefer not to think about
it too much as it becomes intellectual.
Creative stuff should not be intellectualised. There are different kinds of actors
but I have always been the spontaneous one and there is no need for me to
change. It is not about thinking about
the best thing to do, it is about something happening in the moment which
will never happen the second time. I

guess that’s why I have been a one take
actor.
Q. Is the movie ‘Praana’ completely outside of commercial
mainstream? We hear that it is
first of its kind in Indian Film
history. How do you feel about
being part of this experimental
film?
‘Praana’ is not completely out of
commercial mainstream. The difference is in the making and the people
involved are each extraordinary in
their area. It is definitely in the mainstream as it falls under thriller genre
category. ‘Praana’ is made in a beautiful way because of all the technical
expertise involved. I’m very happy to
be a part of a well made film like this.
It is the first time we have ever done
a single actor film, single heroine film
and surround sync sound which Resul
has tried. There are a lot of “firsts” for
this film. Also it is going to be my first
Hindi film.
Q. How excited are you for
your Bollywood debut with
‘Praana’?
Earlier I got a lot of offers from
Bollywood but I was as selective with
them as I am with any of my other
films. I wanted to make sure that especially the first film I did is something
which portrays me correctly and does
justice to me as an actor. I am happy
about‘Praana’ being my first in Bollywood which happens to be a film
where I’m the only actor, also the first
in the Indian film history.
Q. What really appealed to you
about the character in the movie
‘Praana’?
I have played a writer in this
movie. There were a lot of beautifully
written lines for the character to write
or speak. This script had depth and
beauty in its dialogues. Although it is
a thriller genre it had deep philosophical ideas going parallel with that and it
attracted me the most to the script and
the character.
Q. You have crooned close
to 20 songs in Mollywood, Kollywood and Tollywood. Can you
talk about your hidden talent
that not many are aware of.
Yes, I love to sing. Singing was
something I actually loved even more
than acting. Apparently I was told I
started singing when I was one year

old(laughs). Everybody thought I
would be a singer when I grew up. As
a creative person I am extremely emotional, singing involves expressing an
emotion and it helps navigate all the
emotions. I am glad that people like
my voice although I’m not professionally trained for it. The reason why it
appeals to me is because I put my soul
into anything that I do and singing especially as it involves the voice. I believe that my soul comes straight into
the music.
I’m working on something pretty
exciting with music. I want to release
singles working with certain artists
and which is too early to talk about.
All that I can say is I am working with
international musicians which was
something that I was always passionate about. Things are in the pipeline
and I think very soon people can see
something very different of me.
Q. Can you talk about your upcoming projects?
I have ‘Praana’ which is releasing
this year in Hindi, Malayalam, Telugu
and Kannada. I am doing a Tamil film
directed by Mysskin. Also I’m doing a
Telugu project where I play a Muslim
girl who lives in old city and is mistaken identity. I am looking forward to
both the film as they are going to be
very bold and exciting scripts.
Q. Do you have any final words
for the readers of OPINION EXPRESS magazine and your fans
across the globe?
For the readers, I would use this as
an opportunity to reach out to you all
and ask to do the needful for the flood
affected victims in the parts of Kerala
and Karnataka. We are doing our bit
to help them in all possible ways. Do
whatever you can to help those people.
For fans, I know I always got this
input that I should do more films and
people always feel I am not doing
enough and want to see more of me.
There is an actress I adore and I was
looking particularly for her films to
watch. I could not get many and it then
hit me like a ton of bricks that this is
what people were saying to me when
I was being very choosy with films. So
I have decided to do more and I want
to expand as an actress and do films in
more languages like Marathi and Bengali films as well and I will learn those
languages too.
_______________
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QUICK BYTES
If you weren’t an actress, You’d
be?
A wildlife filmmaker.
What book/movie that left a
lasting impression on you?
There are several but I will go with
‘The secret life of Walter Mitty’.
One thing you are exceptionally
good at?
Acting I guess (giggles) and something that not many people know is I
am really good at driving. I love cars.
If you would like to live in a foreign country, where would it be?
Maybe it is Costa Rica.
What is your favourite daily
wear attire?
Anything that is comfortable, 100%
cotton and breathable.
What’s the latest splurge in your
wardrobe?
I’m not a big fan of designer clothes
and somehow I have never splurged
on that. My last splurge that I decided get something was my car. So
let’s call it “the latest splurge in my
garage”(giggles).
One thing you cannot stand?
I cannot stand inefficiency at work.
When was the last time you took
off on a vacation?
It was three years ago. But the last
two years I did less films and have
been doing a bunch of things that
I really love and wanted to do, but
had to keep putting them off because
of tight schedules. So it’s still been
wonderful.
Is there a ‘hand me down’ from
your mother that you cherish?
No, not from my mother but I did get
a saree from my grandmother who
passed away recently. She had apparently kept this particular saree and
said that one is for “Nithya”. I loved
my grandma a lot and that saree is
something very special to me.
Article and interview is conducted by Ms Nithya Ramesh:
Bureau Chief - Fashion & Entertainment Opinion Express:
She can be contacted at +91
9663940619 for any feed-back.
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The biggest Challenge
yet – global warming

J

ust few decades back, the world
was really a place to live, where
there was proper balance in the
climate and environment was
conducive for human life. With the passage of time and increase in industrialization and urbanization, there has been
an imbalance in the climate. Everything
that has life has started observing Global Warming and Climate Change, which
has become an eye opener for everyone
and it is a matter of great concern for the
future generation and mother earth.
Environmental issues have harmful effects of human activity on the biophysical environment. Environmental
protection is a practice of protecting
the natural environment on individual,
organizational or governmental levels,
for the benefit of both the environment
and humans. Environment destruction
caused by humans is a global problem,
and this is a problem that is ongoing
every day. Major current environmental issues may include climate change,
pollution, environmental degradation,
and resource depletion are the result
of human overpopulation, Hydrology,
Intensive farming, Land use, Nanotechnology and Nuclear issues. Major ef-
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Drought and flood were
the rare phenomenon.
But now it has become a
reality and every living
and non-living objects
across the world are
suffering profoundly
fects are climate change, environmental
degradation, environmental health, environmental issues with energy, overpopulation, resource depletion, toxicants, wastes etc.
In earlier times, there was a standard
pattern of rainfall every year across the
world. Drought and flood were the rare
phenomenon. But now it has become a
reality and every living and non-living
objects across the world are suffering profoundly. The pattern of rainfall
has even changed and has become totally unpredictable. All these are due to
manmade error to satisfy their present
needs and requirements. No one thinks
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of future. Human life has started experiencing the rise in temperature, drop
in potable drinking water level, depletion of ground water, drying up of lakes
and rivers. Now, the time is just ripe
and everyone has started talking about
this. Seminars, exhibitions, lectures,
presentations are being done and conducted on a national level and international level by respective country leaders. But these activities do not deliver
the solution and no concrete outcome is
generated. Time is time and it doesn’t
waits for anyone. We should now take
the utmost effort to make the future
more livable by finding solution to the
reasons for increase in Global Warming
and Climate Change.
By DIWAKAR SHETTY KRG
India Research Centre for Rainwater Harvesting and Environment,
a company based out in Vadodara,
Gujarat State are first and foremost
research institute in India, who has
been engaged in finding solutions to
Global Warming, Climate Change,
Change in Rainfall Pattern and Hydro
Geology pattern since last more than
two decades

